
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, Georgia 

The 34th Sunday in Ordinary Time November 20, 2016                                                                            

Elder of the Month  Marie Boswell              Director of Music  Donna Kicklighter 

     

      WELCOME  

 

   * GREETING EACH OTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

      Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made. People: We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

        
       INTROIT                He Has Made Me Glad       (insert) 

 

       CONCERNS AND ANNOUNCMENTS 

 

       PRELUDE 

 

    * CALL TO WORSHIP       
  Give Thanks to the Lord, proclaim God’s greatness. Tell the nations what He has done. 

  Sing praise to the Lord. Tell the wonderful things God has done. 

  Be glad that we belong to God. Let all who worship God rejoice. 

  The Lord is our God. God’s commands are for all the world. 

  God will keep His covenant forever. God’s promises last for a thousand generations. 

  PRAISE THE LORD! PRAISE THE LORD! PRAISE THE LORD!  
 

* PRAYER OF ADORATION      From the Heidelberg Catechism 

   Just as Christ redeemed us with His blood, He also renews us through His Holy Spirit according to 

His own image, so that, with our whole life, we may show ourselves grateful to God for His 

goodness and that He may be glorified through us; And further so that we ourselves may be assured 

of our faith by its fruits and by our revenant behavior may win neighbors to Christ. Amen.  
 

  *  HYMN #  336          We Gather Together                                                                                                                              
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                            

Loving God we gather today, rich in blessing, somehow believing that we merit the wealth 

and comforts we enjoy. Forgive us, our God, for comfortably closing our eyes to the faces of 

the poor that stare blankly in our direction. Lord have mercy on us. 

 

 

 

While tightly clenching our treasures on earth, we refuse to reach out to our oppressed 

sister and brothers. We cling to our own possessions rather than using all the tools at our 

disposal to answer your call to bring healing and hope to all people. Unite us with hears of 

thanksgiving, so that we may work to ensure freedom and justice for all. God have mercy 

upon us. Amen        (Silent prayer)   
 

      CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  Spirit of the Living God    (insert) 

       
         ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                                               

      The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.                                                                    

I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.                                                             

May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness, 

      And by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

                               

  * GLORIA PATRI                (insert)  

PROCLAMATION 

Prayer for Illumination 

Old Testament Lesson                     Jonah 2:7-9                     pew Bible p.  860 

New Testament Lesson               Colossians 2:6-19               pew Bible p.  200 

Anthem                      Let All Things Now Living         Ladies Ensemble 

Sermon                                 Giving Thanks                    Rev De Rogers 
 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   The Apostles Creed (insert)   

  

 * HYMN # 367                        Come Ye Thankful People, Come 
 

     OFFERING                                                                                                                                             

Invitation to give 

Offertory 

 *  Lord’s Prayer and Doxology               (insert)  
     
   

   

   

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        
  

*  HYMN # 647                               Give Thanks 
 

 * CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

    And all God’s children said:    Alleluia! Amen! 
 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE     Alleluia, Alleluia!  (insert) 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TODAY:  We welcome Rev Decatur Rogers to our pulpit this morning. De, as he prefers to be called,  

was with us a couple of weeks ago, and we are happy to have him back again. He will be with us next 

week as 

well. 

  

                                             

CHANGES:  You will have noticed some changes in our worship service over the last few weeks. The 

goal of the Worship Committee is that we share a joyful, meaningful worship experience. Give Chris 

Penna, our Worship Elder, your thoughts. 

WEDNESDAY:  The choir will practice in Fellowship Hall at 7:00.  

           MEN OF THE CHURCH: Free meal! We’ll meet on Wednesday at 11:30 at the Pickle Barrel for 

lunch as Jim Choomack’s guests. Jim won a gift certificate and has signed it over to us. Thanks, Jim. 

 CHRISTMAS AT FPOG:  Today, Hanging of the Greens. Please join us for soup and cornbread in 

the Fellowship Hall immediately following today’s service. Afterwards we will decorate the sanctuary 

for Christmas. This will be a fun event. No talent required - you won’t be asked to make a bow! Please 

join us.  

 December 4th Church Christmas Party: This year our party will be a lunch on Sunday, December 4th 

at 12:30 at the home of Beth and Ed Lewis. Beth always makes this such a special and elegant occasion 

you will certainly want to attend. If we don’t yet have your RSVP, please see Cheri Moore today.   

 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL: No homework, no stress. Coffee, fellowship and our lesson series on Themes 

of SUNDAY  

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  We’re rocking the book of Isaiah! “Hear the word of the Lord,” Isaiah says. 

Join us at 9:45 in the Fellowship Hall. No homework, no stress. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN: We look forward to our annual Christmas Party, which will once again 

be at the home of Diane Myers. Diane’s house is a Christmas delight and she invites us to share it on 

December 18th at 2:30. Bring a party dish and a fun gift for everyone’s favorite Christmas game.  

YOUR SESSION:  Vivian Ferland - Missions, Jimmy Moore Facilities, Cheri Moore - 

Fellowship, Marie Boswell - Membership Care, Noble Usherwood - Education, and Chris Penna - 

Worship, Clerk of Session - Chuck Thorp, Treasurer - Julie Thorp 

fpog.org:  Check out our website. You’ll find a calendar of events, updates on happenings at the 

church, Sunday School news, sermons and songs. It’s a great resource for our church. What 

else would you like to see here? Share your ideas with Chuck Thorp. 

 

 

 

CREEDS OF THE PCUSA: The purpose of a Creed is to provide a doctrinal statement of correct 

belief, or orthodoxy. The creeds of Christianity have been drawn up at times of conflict about doctrine. 

Acceptance or rejection of a creed served to distinguish believers and deniers of a particular doctrine 

or set of doctrines. For that reason a creed was called, in Greek, a symbolon, a word that meant half of 

a broken object which, when placed together with the other half, verified the bearer's identity. As we 

read together the creedal statements accepted by our church, we affirm that the beliefs they encompass 

identify us as brothers and sisters.                                                        

 

 

                                        SERVICE MUSIC AND LITURGY 

                                             

                                              He Has Made Me Glad 

I will enter His gates with thanksgiving in my heart. I will enter His courts with praise.                         

I will say this is the day that the Lord has made. I will rejoice for He has made me glad.                       

He has made me glad; He has made me glad. I will rejoice for He has made me glad. (repeat) 

 

                                              Spirit of the Living God                                                                                                                

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.                        
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

                                           

                                                      The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the 

third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 

sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

                                                   The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 

earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

The power, and the glory, For ever and ever.  Amen. 

                                                               

                                                           Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, it is now and ever shall be; World without end. Amen, Amen 



                                                   

                                                     Alleluia 

Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to His name.                                                                                          

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. He is the King of creation. REFRAIN                                              

Spread the good news o’er all the earth: Jesus has died and has risen. REFRAIN: 

 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this 

congregation. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us all 

things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your 

holy church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP PCUSA  

FOR YOUR PRAYERS:  

Our military personnel                         Doris Birdsong (Andrew Boswell’s sister)         

Dell Boettger (Jane’s cousin)    David Blough (cancer)                

Scotty Brazier     Nancy Jo Durham (Judy Boswell’s sister)  

Adair Moore (Jimmy’s brother)              Lanie Pentecost     

Chris Sandoval (San Antonio, TX)   Lindsey Walker                

Becky Dennis      Lucy Lathrop                   

Seth Cooper, Vivian Ferland’s brother, and her sister, who are both very ill            

Charlotte Moore (Beth Lewis’ friend)            Russell Gober (friend of the Epps family)            

Susie Lanier-Maxwell (Shannon Candler’s sister) Roger West                  

Orphan Aid Liberia                Mildred Tietjen                               

Linda Allen, Connie Dickens’ friend 

Bill Corey                                                       Johnnie Satterfield                   

Ed Lewis (Eatonton Health and Rehabilitation)                                 

Carey Wickland (Presbyterian Village Memory Unit)                           

Judy Franks          

Vivian Ferland, who is recovering from heart surgery.  
 

Almighty God, we thank You for making the fruitful earth produce what is needed for life.  

Bless those who work in the fields; give us favorable weather; and grant that we may all 

share the fruits of the earth, rejoicing in Your goodness; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP PCUSA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you notice that your bulletin identifies today as the 34th Sunday in ordinary time? Have 

you ever wondered what that means?  

The Liturgical Church Year is divided into two cycles, Christmas and Easter. Each includes 

a time of preparation. In Lent we prepare our hearts for Easter. In the same way, we prepare 

for Christmas as we move through the Advent season. The days between these special 

seasons are called Ordinary."Ordinary" comes from the same root as our word "ordinal", 

and in this sense means "the counted weeks". These are the common weeks which do not 

belong to a proper season.  

Next Sunday we will begin the Advent season as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus 

Christ. We will remember the longing of Israel for a Savior and will focus on our own 

longing for the return of that Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 


