
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, Georgia 

The 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time November 6, 2016                                                                            

Elder of the month  Marie Boswell              Director of Music  Donna Kicklighter 

   PRELUDE 

   WELCOME, CONCERNS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     

   Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made People: We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

   INTROIT                He Has Made Me Glad       (insert) 

 

* GREETING EACH OTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised. There is no end to God’s greatness. One generation shall 

praise Your works to another and shall declare Your power. 

All Your works praise You, Lord; and Your faithful servants bless you. They make known the 

glory Your kingdom and speak of Your power. 

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord. 

Let all flesh bless His holy name forever and ever. Hallelujah! 

 
 * PRAYER OF ADORATION  

God of life, thank You for every person You have placed in this great nation and for the gifts 

you have given them. We pray that everyone, man, woman, young, old, will find effective ways 

to use their gifts for the common good, and for Your purposes in the world. Amen 

            

* HYMN # 475           Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

   PRAYER OF CONFESSION                              

Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live and die in faith. Forgive 

our indifference to your will. You commanded us to speak the truth but we have spoken lies and 

innuendo. You have called us to do what is just but we have been self-serving and injurious to 

others. We are reaping the whirlwind of our faithlessness in this election season. 

Have mercy on us. Keep before us the call for us to follow YOU and YOU alone: to treat all 

people with respect and dignity: to love our neighbors near and far; and to live with courage 

and grace. May we model now the kingdom promised by Jesus Christ our Lord, and reign with 

Him forever. Amen        

     

   CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  Spirit of the Living God (insert) 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                                              

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.                                                                         

I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen                                                           

All:  Thanks be to God!   
                            

  * GLORIA PATRI                     (insert) 

    PROCLAMATION 

Prayer for Illumination 

First Scripture Lesson 11 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 15-17       pew Bible p.  206 

Anthem           Holy Manna                     Choir 

Second Scripture Lesson Luke 20:27-38                     pew Bible p.   84 

Sermon                “God is the God of the Living”             Rev Decatur Rogers 

 * AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    From the Heidelburg Catechism (insert)   

     COMMUNION HYMN #509        All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly             

     Invitation to the Lord's Table 

     The Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is truly right……………………., who forever sing to the glory of Your name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  Hosanna in 

the highest!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest! 

You are holy, O God, of majesty, ……….we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died; Christ has risen; Christ will come again! 

Gracious God, pour out your …… holy Church, now and forever. Amen. Our father, who art in heaven…. 

     The Communion of God's People                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                   

OFFERING  

 Invitation to give 

 Offertory 

*    Doxology and Prayer of Thanksgiving  

    PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

*  HYMN # 634                                     To God Be The Glory                                           

*  CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

    And all God’s children said:    Alleluia! Amen! 

*  CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE     Alleluia, Alleluia!  (insert) 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TODAY: We welcome Rev Decatur Rogers to our pulpit today and for the next two Sundays. De, as 

he prefers to be called, says he is a cradle Presbyterian. He is a graduate of Davidson College and 

Union Theological Seminary. He has done graduate study at UNC-CH, WVU and Columbia 

Seminary. He taught in public school prior to ordination and has served churches in NC, WV, KY, 

VA and NY. He has also served as an adjunct professor of religion at Central Virginia Community 

College and as the chaplain for the Senate of WV. In retirement, De and his wife, Barbara, moved to 

Athens, Ga to be near their daughter, Elizabeth, who is executive director of IT at the Franklin 

College of UGA.                                                       

WEDNESDAY: The choir will practice in Fellowship Hall at 7:00.  

CHRISTMAS AT FPOG: November 20th Hanging of the Greens. We will dress casually for 

church, share a soup and cornbread meal in the Fellowship Hall and then decorate the sanctuary for 

Christmas. This is a fun event and a highlight of our year so please make it a part of your celebration 

as well. You can speak to Eileen Usherwood or Violeta Penna to see how you can help.  

             December 4th Christmas Party: Beth and Ed Lewis have again invited us to celebrate 

Christmas together at their home. The party will be a catered lunch on Sunday, December 4th at   

12:30, right after church. You should have an invitation. Please take a moment to RSVP and put it in 

the basket in the narthex.       kkk         SUNDAY SCHOOL: No homework, no stress. Coffee, fellowship and our lesson series on Themes of SUNDAY  

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Join us next week as we begin a new study on the book of Isaiah. Do you 

know where the following quotes come from?   “The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make 

ready the way of the Lord, Make His paths straight!’”   “My house shall be called a house of prayer.”   

“The blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear. The dead are 

raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them.” 

If you said Isaiah you’re right! Isaiah is quoted by the New Testament authors and by Jesus himself, 

more than any other Old Testament book. Should you know more about it? Join us. 

 

Heidelburg Catechism: Today we are using portions of the Heidelburg Catechism as our 

Affirmation of Faith. 

The Heidelburg Catechism is one of the confessions of the Presbyterian Church USA. It was 

commissioned by Frederick II of Germany in 1563 as a teaching instrument whose purpose was to 

encourage unity among the reformed believers in his territories. Catechism means teaching and refers 

to the fact that it is presented as a series of 129 questions and answers, which are divided into three 

sections. The names of these sections relate to its theology and give a clear picture of its focus. The 

three divisions are Misery, Deliverance and Gratitude. 

According to The Book of Order PCUSA, those ordained to Presbyterian church office (our ruling 

and teaching elders) "receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the 

confessions of our Church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe 

and do, and [are] instructed and led by those confessions as they lead the people of God."  We’ll look 

at some of the other confessions in weeks to come. 

 

                                     

             SERVICE MUSIC AND LITURGY 

                                             

                                              He Has Made Me Glad 

I will enter His gates with thanksgiving in my heart. I will enter His courts with praise.                         

I will say this is the day that the Lord has made. I will rejoice for He has made me glad.                       

He has made me glad; He has made me glad. I will rejoice for He has made me glad. (repeat) 

 

                                              Spirit of the Living God                                                                                                                

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.                        
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

                                           

                                             From the Heidelburg Catechism 

I believe that the Son of God, through His Spirit and word, out of the entire human race, from the 

beginning of the world to its end, gathers, protects, and preserves for Himself a community chosen 

for eternal life and united in true faith. And of this community I am and always will be a living 

member. 

The communion of saints – believers one and all – as members of this community, share in Christ and 

in all His treasures and gifts. Each member should consider it a duty to use these gifts readily and 

cheerfully for the service and enrichment of the other members, and to the glory of God. Amen. 

                                                       

                                                         The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 

earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

The power, and the glory, For ever and ever.  Amen. 

                                                               

                                                           Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, it is now and ever shall be; World without end. Amen, Amen 

                                                   

                                                     Alleluia 

Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to His name.                                                                                          

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. He is the King of creation. REFRAIN                                              

Spread the good news o’er all the earth: Jesus has died and has risen. REFRAIN: 

 



O God, in Your loving purpose answer our prayers and fulfill our hopes. In all things for 

which we pray, give us the will to seek to bring them about, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. FROM THE BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP PCUSA 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS:  

Our military personnel                         Doris Birdsong (Andrew Boswell’s sister)         

Dell Boettger (Jane’s cousin)    David Blough (cancer)                

Scotty Brazier     Nancy Jo Durham (Judy Boswell’s sister)  

Adair Moore (Jimmy’s brother)              Lanie Pentecost     

Chris Sandoval (San Antonio, TX)   Lindsey Walker                

Becky Dennis      Lucy Lathrop                   

Seth Cooper, Vivian Ferland’s brother, and her sister, who are both very ill            

Charlotte Moore (Beth Lewis’ friend)            Russell Gober (friend of the Epps family)            

Susie Lanier-Maxwell (Shannon Candler’s sister) Roger West                  

Orphan Aid Liberia                Mildred Tietjen                               

Linda Allen, Connie Dickens’ friend, who is facing further chemo treatments for cancer                       

Bill Corey                                                       Johnnie Satterfield                   

Ed Lewis (Eatonton Health and Rehabilitation)                                 

Carey Wickland (Presbyterian Village Memory Unit)                           

Judy Franks, who will be having surgery soon          

 

For Elders in the Church.  God of righteousness and truth, you brought us into your church to 

show in our life together something of the orderliness of your creation, and the love of Jesus 

Christ. Bless those called to be elders, that they may govern wisely and fairly. Give them a 

full measure of your Spirit, that they may refresh your people along the journey of faith, 

discerning, teaching, and sharing the Word of life, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen    
BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP PCUSA 

                  

Thomas Jefferson - A Prayer for the Nation, March 4, 1810  “Almighty God, Who has given 

us this good land for our heritage, We humbly beseech Thee that we may always prove 

ourselves a people mindful of Thy favor and glad to do Thy will. Bless our land with 

honorable ministry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and 

confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and 

fashion into one united people, the multitude brought hither out of many kindreds and 

tongues. Endow with Thy spirit of wisdom those whom, in Thy name, we entrust the 

authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that through 

obedience to Thy law, we may show forth Thy praise among the nations of the earth. In time 

of prosperity fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in 

Thee to fail; all of which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 


