
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, Georgia                                                                                                                  

The 4th Sunday in Advent, December 18, 2016                                                                            

Elder of the Month: Cheri Moore             Director of Music: Donna Kicklighter                     

*Please stand if you are able.        
        

              WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 * GREETING EACH OTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                                  

  

* INTROIT    
 Leader: Let Us worship our God as expectant believers.   

 People: We worship with joy, knowing Christ will come.   

 

* HYMN # 82   Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (vs 1)     
                                                        

    * PRELUDE                     Rocking Cradle                                                Donna Kicklighter 

 

      LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE               Connie Dickens and Diane Myers         

   

      HYMN # 137                        He Came Down  (vs1)  

    

   * CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 24:6-10 

      Lift up your heads, you gates be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of Glory may come in.  

    Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 
         Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.    

   Who is he, this King of glory? The Lord Almighty — He is the King of glory. 

         

    * PRAYER OF ADORATION  Psalm 100 

   Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come before              

His presence with singing. Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is He that hath made us, and 

not we ourselves; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. 
       Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise: be thankful unto 

Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting; and His truth 

endures to all generations. 

 

  * HYMN # 93                     Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates       

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have done to displease 

you. Forgive our sins, and help us to live in your light, and walk in your ways, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Savior.  
 

   

 

 

   CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE    Spirit of the Living God                 (insert) 

  

   ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

   Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ 

rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new 

creation. The old life has gone, a new life has begun. Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. 

   People: Amen. 
 

                             

* GLORIA PATRI                                   (insert)  

   

       PROCLAMATION   

     Prayer for Illumination 

     Gospel Lesson                                   Matthew 1:18-25                                       pew Bible p.     1 

     Epistle Lesson                                  Romans 15: 12-13                           pew Bible p.   22 

     Anthem         My Soul Cries Out With A Joyful Shout                       Choir 

     Old Testament Lesson           Isaiah 63:7-64:5                                          pew Bible p. 693     

     Sermon                                  God’s Dream For Us                                     Rev John Lamsma 

  

*   AFFIRMATION OF FAITH            Apostles’ Creed                            (insert)                                     
     

 

*   HYMN # 104                         O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  

      

    OFFERING                                                                                                                                             

   Invitation to give 

   Offertory                              Away In A Manger                                    Donna Kicklighter 

*      Doxology                                         (insert)  
     
    

         

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND LORD’S PRAYER              (insert)               
  

*  HYMN # 110                              Love Has Come                                   
  

*  CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    And all God’s children said:    Alleluia! Amen! 
  

*  CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE # 623          I’ve Got Peace Like A River (vs 3) 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TODAY: We welcome Rev John Lamsma and his wife Debbie. John, as he asks to be called, attended 

Calvin College and Calvin Theological Seminary in Michigan and was ordained in the Christian 

Reformed Church.  After serving a congregation in Eastern Ontario, he and his family returned to the 

US, where he joined the Federal Bureau of Prisons. He served as a chaplain in MI, OR, and CO, retiring 

from the Central Office of the Bureau of Prisons in Washington DC. John and Debbie live on Lake 

Sinclair and are members at First Presbyterian Church in Milledgeville. They have four children and 

six grandchildren. 

John notes that the Christian Reformed Church and the Presbyterian Church both trace their historical 

roots to the Reformer John Calvin. The Presbyterian Church came to the US via John Knox and 

Scotland, and the Christian Reformed Church came to the US by way of the Netherlands. 

  

  

                                         

WEDNESDAY:   The choir will practice in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00.  
            

TODAY:  PW CHRISTMAS PARTY! All ladies are invited to celebrate with us at the home of Diane 

Myers. If you’d like to carpool, meet at the church parking lot at 2:00. 

  

 SUNDAY SCHOOL: The Fellowship Sunday School Class is taking a break from their regular 

schedule for January and February but will resume in March. We hope that you might join us then at 

9:45 in the Fellowship Hall. No homework, no stress.  

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: This is the third notice of a Congregational Meeting to take 

place today, December 18, after the worship service. Dr Ford G'Segner will come from Union Point  

to Moderate this Meeting. The purpose of this meeting is threefold: To elect one elder for the Class of 

2017 and two elders for the Class of 2018. To Hear a report on the Annual Meeting and Nomination 

Church Trustees for the year 2017 from Trustee President Beth Lewis. And to hear a report from the 

Session Interim Nomination Committee. 

 

SCHEDULE FOR CHRISTMAS  

Christmas Eve, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.: Festival of Lessons and Carols 

Christmas Day, 11:00 – 11:30 a.m.: Service of Prayer and Carols, followed by refreshments in the 

Narthex        
 

SONGS OF ADVENT Today we sing our last song of this Advent season, Love Has Come. written 

by Ken Bible. Here are his thoughts about this song. Christmas Is a Story of Love. For hundreds of 

years, Love had whispered, “I am coming! I am coming to be with you to stay with you forever!” It was 

Love that celebrated that night in the skies over Bethlehem with angels, music, and shouts of praise. 

Love was the shining star high in the sky, sent to draw people from far away to come and worship the 

Baby. And Love has entered our hearts. We can feel it drawing us to love and worship God. We can 

see it gathering us together to celebrate His coming. And we can sense it reaching out this Christmas 

to share with the needy all around us. Christmas is a story of Love, Love that has come to us, Love that 

has brightened our lives; and Love is Jesus. Ken Bible, 2000 

 

 

 

 

                              SERVICE MUSIC AND LITURGY 

  

                                        Spirit of the Living God                                                                                                                

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.                        
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

                                           

                         

                                                   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; World without end. Amen, Amen 

 

                                                        Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen   

 

.                                                           Doxology  

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost   

                                              

                                                The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen 

 

 



 
 
Heavenly Father, At this time of celebration and happiness, as families gather and songs are 
sung, make us mindful of those who do not celebrate, who will not gather with loved ones 
and do not sing.  
 

God of all wisdom, our hearts yearn for the warmth of  Your love, and our minds search 
for the light of Your Word. Increase our longing for Christ our Savior, and strengthen us to 
grow in love, that at the dawn of His coming we may rejoice in His presence and welcome 
the light of His truth. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. BOOK OF COMMON 
WORSHIP PCUSA 
 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS:                                                                                                                       

Our military personnel                         Doris Birdsong, Andrew Boswell’s sister        

Dell Boettger, Jane’s cousin    David Blough who has cancer                

Scotty Brazier     Nancy Jo Durham, Judy Boswell’s sister     

Lanie Pentecost    Becky Dennis                                               

Lindsey Walker     Lucy Lathrop                

Chris Sandoval, Beth’s son-in-law in San Antonio, TX                           

Seth Cooper, Vivian Ferland’s brother, and her sister, who are both very ill            

Charlotte Moore, Beth Lewis’ friend             Russell Gober, a friend of the Epps family            

Susie Lanier-Maxwell, Shannon Candler’s sister                    

Linda Allen, Connie Dickens’ friend              Orphan Aid Liberia                                                                                      

Adair Moore, Jimmy’s older brother             Vivian Ferland                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Bill Corey                                                       Johnnie Satterfield                   

Ed Lewis, at Eatonton Health and Rehabilitation                                                            

Carey Wickland, at Presbyterian Village Memory Unit                                                      

Mildred Tietjen                                    

Chuck Edwards, Alex Brazier’s brother-in-law, facing several serious health issues.                                   

Colleen Mundy, Joe Kicklighter’s sister                                                                               

Charlie Marshall, Meg Marshall’s father-in-law, who has suffered a stroke 

PRAISES:  Judy Frank’s good report from her doctors - no surgery is needed!                                        

Vivian Ferland, recovering at home from heart surgery and doing well 

As the candles in the Advent wreath are lit this season, we visualize the growing light of Christ. The 

themes are Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP PCUSA 
 

Today we light the fourth candle in the Advent wreath, the candle of Love.                                 

In lighting the candle of Hope on the first Sunday of Advent, we acknowledged our need of rescue and 

our hope in God’s promise of redemption. In lighting the candle of Peace we acknowledged that the 

peace we long for is found only in Christ. With the lighting of the candle of Joy last Sunday we began 

to experience and to celebrate the fulfillment of God’s promises. Today, as we light the candle of Love, 

may Christ’s words speak to our hearts. “For God so loved the world that He sent His only begotten 

Son so that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” It sounds too good 

to be true but it really is the message of the Bible. God is a father who’s plan always has been to bring 

His broken children home.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 


