
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, Georgia                                                                                                                  

The 2nd Sunday in Advent,  December 4, 2016                                                                            

Elder of the Month: Cheri Moore             Director of Music: Donna Kicklighter                     

*Please stand if you are able.        
        

              WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 * GREETING EACH OTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                                  

  

* INTROIT    
 Leader: Let Us worship our God as expectant believers.   

 People: We worship with joy, knowing Christ will come.   

 

* HYMN # 82   Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (vs 1)     
                                                        

    * PRELUDE                     Fling Wide the Door           Donna Kicklighter 

 

      LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE           Eileen and Noble Usherwood 

    

   * CALL TO WORSHIP              Ps. 85:1–2 
      O Lord, You showed favor to Your land. You restored the captivity of Jacob. 
      You forgave the iniquity of Your people. You covered all their sin.   
             I will hear what God the LORD will say.                                                                                                

He will speak peace to His people, to His godly ones. Surely His salvation is near to those 

who fear Him. 
 

  *  PRAYER OF ADORATION   1 Tim. 1:17                                                                                 

Now to the Ruler of all worlds, undying, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever                

and ever!  Amen. 

 

  * HYMN # 105                    People, Look East  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved You with                     

our whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done Your will, we 

have broken Your law, we have rebelled against Your love. We have not loved our 

neighbors, and we have refused to hear the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for 

joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.       (silent prayer) 

 

    CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  Spirit of the Living God    (insert) 

    

    

     

 

   ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only  

Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Know that 

we are forgiven.  

                              

*  GLORIA PATRI                            (insert)  

  PROCLAMATION 

    Prayer for Illumination 

    Old Testament Lesson                       Isaiah 35:1-10                                  pew bible p. 663 

    Epistle Lesson                                   2 Peter 3:8–15a                                pew Bible p. 238    

    Anthem                     Bring A Torch, Jeannette Isabella       Marie Boswell and Chris Leach                

    Gospel Lesson                                  Matthew 11:2-11                 pew Bible p.   34 

    Sermon                                   Guess Who Is Coming!                        Rev. De Rogers 

*   AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           Apostles’ Creed              (insert)                                     
     

*  COMMUNION HYMN #92      While We Are Waiting, Come      
   

    THE COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE  

     Invitation to the Lord's Table 

     The Great Thanksgiving  

      The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

      Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

      It is truly right……………………., who forever sing to the glory of Your name: 

    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  Hosanna      

in           the highest!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest! 

      You are holy, O God, of majesty, ……….we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

      Christ has died; Christ has risen; Christ will come again! 

    Gracious God, pour out Your … holy Church, now and forever. Amen.  Our father, who art in heaven. . .  

 

     OFFERING                                                                                                                                             

    Invitation to give 

    Offertory                One Small Child                         Donna Kicklighter 

 *      Doxology                (insert)  
     

    
     

  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                        

 *  HYMN #106                Prepare the Way, O Zion 

 *  CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    And all God’s children said:    Alleluia! Amen! 

 *   CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE # 623      I”ve Got Peace Like A River (v1) 



  



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TODAY:    We welcome our friend Rev. De Rogers to our pulpit 

today. 

  

                                             
 

TODAY:   Church Christmas Party immediately after church at the home of Beth and Ed Lewis. 
 

WEDNESDAY:   The choir will practice in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00.  
            

 SUNDAY SCHOOL:  We have a new name. We are now the Fellowship Sunday School Class. We’re 

still rocking the book of Isaiah but the rocking will end on December 18th at which time we will begin 

a short hiatus. We will take January and February off and will resume in March for a new study. We 

hope that you might join us then at 9:45 in the Fellowship Hall. No homework, no stress.  
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN: We look forward to our annual Christmas Party, which will once again 

be at the home of Diane Myers. Diane’s house is a Christmas delight and she invites us to share it on 

December 18th at 2:30. Bring a party dish and a fun gift for everyone’s favorite Christmas game. All 

ladies are invited. If you’d like to carpool to Union Point, meet here at the church at 2:00. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: This is the first notice of a Congregational Meeting to take 

place December 18 after the 11 AM Worship Service.  The purpose of this meeting is threefold:  

The Elder Nominating Committee will give a report. Session will make a recommendation to change 

the term of Elders from three to two years beginning with the Class of 2019.  To hold the Annual 

Trustee Meeting and Election.    

 

SCHEDULE FOR CHRISTMAS  

6:00 - 7:00  Christmas Eve    Lessons and Carols  

11:00 - 12:00 Christmas Day Prayer and Hymn Service followed by refreshments in the Narthex 

SONGS OF ADVENT: O Come, O Come Emanuel   This old Latin hymn takes us into the mind 

of Old Testament Israel, longing for the coming of the Messiah.  O come, O come Emmanuel, and 

ransom captive Israel. Captive to the nations surrounding them and exiled from their home. But so 

much more.  

In the second verse we see longing for rescue from, not the nations, but from Satan. It is not the nations 

that hold Israel captive, but sin. When Adam and Eve rebelled in the garden and were exiled, all 

humanity was exiled with them. A sinful people separated from a Holy God.   

That was the plight of Israel and it is our plight.  In this hymn we hear the hope identified. Dayspring, 

Key of David, Adonai (Lord).  Jesus, the dawning of eternal day, sprung from the house of Jesse (father 

of King David), and Adonai,  Lord of lords.  

Open wide our heav'nly home; Make safe the way that leads on high. Only Jesus Christ can accomplish 

our eternal redemption from sin. Therefore, with all the saints who have gone before, we long still for 

the coming of Messiah. 

 

 

                                         SERVICE MUSIC AND LITURGY 

                                             

                                              

 

                                        Spirit of the Living God                                                                                                                

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.                        
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

                                           

                         

                                                    Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen   

 

                                                   The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen 

 

 

                                                   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; World without end. Amen, Amen 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Gracious God, during this festive season of celebration, make us mindful of those who will be sad. 

Those who have lost or are slowly losing loved ones. Those who suffer physical difficulties. Those 

who suffer emotional wounds. Those who do not have the assurance of Your love and the hope of 

Your coming. 

God of comfort, stand with those who sorrow that they may be sure that neither death nor life, nor 

things present nor things to come, shall separate them from your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP PCUSA 
 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS:                                                                                                                       

Our military personnel                         Doris Birdsong, Andrew Boswell’s sister        

Dell Boettger, Jane’s cousin    David Blough who has cancer                

Scotty Brazier     Nancy Jo Durham, Judy Boswell’s sister     

Lanie Pentecost    Becky Dennis                                               

Lindsey Walker     Lucy Lathrop                

Chris Sandoval, Beth’s son-in-law in San Antonio, TX                           

Seth Cooper, Vivian Ferland’s brother, and her sister, who are both very ill            

Charlotte Moore, Beth Lewis’ friend             Russell Gober, a friend of the Epps family            

Susie Lanier-Maxwell, Shannon Candler’s sister                    

Linda Allen, Connie Dickens’ friend              Orphan Aid Liberia                                                                                      

Adair Moore, Jimmy’s older brother             Vivian Ferland                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Bill Corey                                                       Johnnie Satterfield                   

Ed Lewis, at Eatonton Health and Rehabilitation                                                            

Carey Wickland, at Presbyterian Village Memory Unit                           

Judy Franks                                                 Mildred Tietjen                   

Chuck Edwards, Alex Brazier’s brother-in-law, facing several serious health issues.     

As the candles in the Advent wreath are lit this season, we visualize the growing light of Christ. The 

themes are Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP PCUSA 

 

Peace. On the night Jesus was born, a multitude of angels gathered, praising God. Glory to God in 

highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased. Peace on Earth. Peace between 

God and man.  

 

The mission of Christ was to establish the peace, the shalom, of God. More than inner peace, more than 

the cessation of war, more even than reconciliation between man and God. It envisions a cosmos 

governed by God in which all relationships are fully loving and just. This shalom is centered in a right 

relationship with God, and it touches everything else in life. 

 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, may we enjoy the peace we have with God through Christ. 

And may we be given a foretaste of the peace on earth that is yet to come. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 


