
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, Georgia                                                                                                          

Epiphany Sunday,  January 1, 2017            

 Elder of the Month: Nobel Usherwood        Director of Music: Donna Kicklighter                     

*Please stand if you are able.        
        

              WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 * GREETING EACH OTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                                  

  

* INTROIT    
      Leader: Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth.                                                                             

    People: We cry out as joyful believers, knowing that Christ is born. 

 

* HYMN                  O Come All Ye Faithful                (insert) 
                                                          

     

      PRELUDE                The First Noel                            Donna Kicklighter 

    

   *CALL TO WORSHIP                 Psalm 148 

     Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; Praise Him in the heights! 

Praise Him, all His angels. Praise Him, all His hosts! Praise Him, sun and moon. 

Praise Him, all stars of light! Praise Him, highest heavens, and waters above the heavens!  

     Let them praise the name of the Lord, for He commanded and they were created …. 

Praise the Lord from the earth ..., for His name alone is exalted. His glory is above earth and 

heaven. Praise the Lord. 
                                              
  * PRAYER OF ADORATION   

   Almighty God, You wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of    

   human nature. In Your mercy, let us share the divine life of Jesus Christ who came to share 

   our humanity, and who now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

   and forever. 

 

  * HYMN # 140               Once in Royal David’s City               

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved You with our whole heart. We have failed 

to be an obedient church. We have not done Your will, we have broken Your law, we have 

rebelled against Your love. We have not loved our neighbors, and we have refused to hear 

the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience. Through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

 

   CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE        Spirit of the Living God               (insert) 

  

    

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

   Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might be dead 

to sin, and alive to all that is good. I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

   People: Amen. 
                              

* GLORIA PATRI                                   (insert)  
   

       PROCLAMATION   

   Prayer for Illumination 

   Gospel Lesson                           Matthew 2:13-23                                pew Bible p.     2 

   Epistle Lesson                Hebrews 2:10-18                               pew Bible p   219 

Anthem                       Mary, Did You Know?                             Donna Kicklighter  

Old Testament Lesson                Isaiah 63:7-9                                     pew Bible p.   693   

.  Sermon                       Who Do You Trust?                       Rev De Rodgers   

  

*   AFFIRMATION OF FAITH            Apostles’ Creed                            (insert)                                     
     

 

*   HYMN #840                               It Is Well With My Soul  

      

    OFFERING                                                                                                                                             

   Invitation to give 

   Offertory                                        Donna Kicklighter 

*      Doxology                                                                                             (insert)  
                  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND LORD’S PRAYER              (insert)               
  

*  HYMN #687                    Our God, Our Help in Ages Past  (verses 1-4)                   
  

*  CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                                                                             
And all God’s children said:    Alleluia! Amen! 

  

*  CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:   Go Tell It On The Mountain  

    Go tell it on the mountain over the hills and everywhere. Go tell it on the mountain, that           

    Jesus Christ is born!      (REPEAT) 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TODAY: We welcome our friend Rev De Rodgers to our pulpit. 
                                            

WEDNESDAY:   The choir will practice in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00.  
     

NEW PHONE NUMBER: The Church has a new phone number, 706-453-4956. You can hear a message 

giving general information about our Church, Sunday School and Worship or you can leave a message with the 

Elder of the Month, Clerk or Treasurer and soon our Interim Pastor.  

 

CREEDS OF THE CHURCH PCUSA: There are 12 Creeds or Statements of Faith that make up the 

Confession of the Presbyterian Church USA. They are The Nicene Creed, The Apostles’ Creed, The Scots 

Confession, The Heidelberg Catechism, The Second Helvetic Confession, The Westminster Confession of 

Faith, The Shorter Catechism, The Larger Catechism, The Theological Declaration of Barmen, The Confession 

of 1967, and A Brief Statement of Faith— Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)  
 

In this space we’ve looked briefly at the two most familiar creeds, The Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed 

and also at the Heidelberg Catechism. Today we begin a more in depth look at one of the historic creeds of the 

Reformed Faith and the PCUSA, The Westminster Confession of Faith.  
 

History: In 1643, internal conflicts had nearly torn apart both England and the English church. The House of 

Parliament called for an assembly to resolve the divisions that plagued the Church of England. The Presbyterian 

party sought to vest authority in elected representatives of the people, both in Parliament and in church 

presbyteries. An emerging third party, soon led by Oliver Cromwell, wanted local autonomy for churches and 

limited powers for both king and Parliament. Even before the assembly met, civil war broke out between the 

contending parties. Even so, the assembly eventually completed the “Form of Presbyterian Church 

Government,” a “Directory of Public Worship,” “The Confession of Faith,” “The Larger Catechism,” and “The 

Shorter Catechism, which eventually made up the Westminster Standards.  
 

In 1647, the Scottish General Assembly adopted the Westminster Standards for use in the kirk. The standards 

came to New England with the Puritans (Independents) and to the Middle Atlantic states with the Scotch-Irish 

Presbyterians. In 1729, the standards were adopted as the confessional position of the newly organized 

Presbyterian synod in the colonies and have played a formative role in American Presbyterianism ever since.  

  

The Westminster Standards refined and systematized the teachings of the Reformation. The standards lift up the 

truth and authority of the Scriptures, in the original Hebrew and Greek, kept pure in all ages, and known 

through the internal witness of the Holy Spirit. The Westminster Confession affirms God’s work from its 

beginning in creation to its end in resurrection and last judgment.  

  

The Larger and Shorter Catechisms organize the elements of the Confession into a series of questions and 

answers in order to facilitate teaching. Our goal for 2017 will be to look at one question from the Shorter 

Catechism each week. For those of you who were reared in a Presbyterian Church, these may be familiar. For 

all of us, these questions will help us understand our faith as Presbyterians and, more importantly, as followers 

of Christ. 

 

Question #1   

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man?  

A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever. 

 

 

                                             

                                        

                                       SERVICE MUSIC AND LITURGY 

  

                                               O Come All Ye Faithfull 

O Come All Ye Faithful, Joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him, Born the King of Angels; 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 

                                               Spirit of the Living God                                                                                                                

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.                        
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me 

                    

                                                Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; World without end. Amen, Amen 

 

                                                   Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen   
 

.                                                       Doxology  

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost   
                                            

                                              The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen 
 

 
 
 
 



  

Let the just rejoice, for their justifier is born. 

Let the sick and infirm rejoice, for their savior is born. 

Let the captives rejoice, for their Redeemer is born. 

Let slaves rejoice, for their Master is born. 

Let free men rejoice, for their Liberator is born. 

(St. Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-440)  BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP PCUSA 
 

Lord, as we begin a New Year we first give thanks for the year passed. Particularly we give 

thanks for times with family and friends, we give thanks for those who have helped us along 

the way, and opportunities to serve others in need. 
 

And in these challenging times we ask in the year ahead, month by month, week by week, 

and day by day, that You protect us with your providence. We ask that You give us faith and 

hope to get us through the hard times. And we ask that by the power of Your Spirit we may 

live with confidence in Your love and be sustained by Your peace which passes all 

understanding. Amen    (Cal Wyck) 
 
 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS:                                                                                                                       

Our military personnel                         Doris Birdsong, Andrew Boswell’s sister        

Dell Boettger, Jane’s cousin    David Blough who has cancer                

Scotty Brazier     Nancy Jo Durham, Judy Boswell’s sister     

Lanie Pentecost    Becky Dennis                                               

Lindsey Walker     Lucy Lathrop                

Chris Sandoval, Beth’s son-in-law in San Antonio, TX                           

Seth Cooper, Vivian Ferland’s brother, and her sister, who are both very ill            

Charlotte Moore, Beth Lewis’ friend             Russell Gober, a friend of the Epps family            

Susie Lanier-Maxwell, Shannon Candler’s sister                    

Linda Allen, Connie Dickens’ friend              Orphan Aid Liberia                                                                                      

Adair Moore, Jimmy’s older brother             Bill Corey                                                       

Johnnie Satterfield                Mildred Tietjen                                                                                

Ed Lewis, at Eatonton Health and Rehabilitation                                                            

Carey Wickland, at Presbyterian Village Memory Unit                              

Chuck Edwards, Alex Brazier’s brother-in-law, facing several serious health issues.  

The family of Charlie Marshall, Meg Marshall’s father-in-law, who recently died.                 

The family of Colleen Mundy, Joe Kicklighter’s sister, who recently died.                                                                               

 

PRAISES:  A new year! 2017, full of opportunities to serve God and one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 


