
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF GREENSBORO, GEORGIA   
Sunday, February 26, 2017                     

Elder of the Month: Noble Usherwood     Director of Music: Donna Kicklighter 

Rev Alex Stevens 

 

 

        RINGING OF THE HOUR       (Please be seated) 
         

        PRELUDE           Fervent Is My Longing                            J.S. Bach 
         

                         WELCOME                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
         

                        GREETING EACH OTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                                                                                                                     
       

         *   CALL TO WORSHIP                    A Psalm of David 103:1-10   

       Bless the Lord, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: 
 Who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases,  

  Who redeems your life from destruction, who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies,  

       Who satisfies you with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.  

  The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in mercy. 
 

    

  

          *  HYMN #305     Come Sing, O Church In Joy!       V. 1 
                                                                                         

 
 
 
 
 

    *  PRAYER OF ADORATION          A Psalm of David  103:12-19   
     The Lord has established His throne in heaven, And His kingdom rules over all. 

       Bless the Lord, you His angels, who keep His will, heeding the voice of His word. 
       Bless the Lord, all you, His hosts, You ministers of His, who do His pleasure. 
       Bless the Lord, all His works, In all places of His dominion. 

     Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

 
 

   *  HYMN #  331    God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand                                                          
       

       

       PRAYER OF CONFESSION          A Psalm of David    51:1-4, 10                                                                                                                            

 Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to the multitude of 

 Your tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

 and cleanse me from my sin.  For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is always before 

 me. Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done evil in Your sight.  

  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  

 (We confess our sin to the Lord in silence.) 

 

 

       CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE          Spirit of the Living God              

    

          

 

 

       

  

     ASSURANCE OF PARDON               A Psalm of David 103:11-12 
          “For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward those who fear Him. 

    As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”  

       This is the Gospel. Christ died for our sins. We are forgiven. 
     People:  Amen 

 

   *  GLORIA PATRI            (insert) 

 

                                                              PROCLAMATION 

 

Prayer for Illumination                             Noble Usherwood  

Old Testament Lesson                            Exodus 24:12-18                                      pew Bible p.  70  

Anthem                                           Pie Jesu 

Gospel Lesson                                        Matthew 17:1-9                                         pew Bible p.  18                           

Sermon                                           Get Up And Don’t Be Afraid                     Rev Alex Stevens    

  
                                                          

*     AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                       Apostles’ Creed                  (insert)                                     

                

*     HYMN #209            My Song Is Love Unknown 
                  

  

                OFFERING                                                                                                                                             

         Invitation to give 

         Offertory                        Give 

Thanks 

  

   Of Healing Grace                                                                   

*             Doxology                         (insert)                                                 

                 

    

   

       PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

        

               CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                                                                             

      And all God’s children said                                                                                                                                                         

People:   Alleluia! Amen! 

 

*      CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE             HYMN #629         Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee 

    Jesus the very thought of Thee 

               With sweetness fills my breast: 

     But sweeter far Thy face to see, 

   And in Thy presence rest.  

              Jesus, our only joy be Thou, 

              As Thou our prize wilt be;  

              Jesus. be Thou our glory now,  



             And through eternity.  

 

 

 

                                                   ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHOIR: Practices will resume this Wednesday, March 1st, at 7 pm. 

 

MEN OF THE CHURCH: Will meet at Pickle Barrel this Tuesday, February 28, at 11:30. Noble Usherwood 

will host. 
 

FLOWERS: To provide flowers for the church, please see the list in the narthex or speak to Eileen Usherwood 

or Ann Corry. To include information in the bulletin please contact Susie Pressley. 
 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: We will resume our regular schedule next Sunday, March 5th at 9:45 in the Fellowship 

Hall. Our new study, The Mission of Jesus, focuses on understanding Jesus’ message in His historical and 

cultural setting, in order to apply it to our own.  Join us any time. No homework, no stress!   

 

WEBSITE: Have you checked out our website lately? It’s a great resource for introducing our church to your 

friends and neighbors.  Go to fpog.org   If you have info or pictures to share, see Chuck Thorp. 

 

LOVINGKINDNESS: Did you notice this word in the readings today? You might have thought that it was a 

typo. In fact, this is a translation of the Hebrew word, hesed. It contains the idea of faithful love in action and 

often refers to God's lovingkindness expressed in His covenant relationship with Israel (His "loyal love" to 

Israel [Hos 2:18, 19, 20, Is 54:5, Je 31:32], or  His "loyalty to covenant"). God's hesed denotes persistent and 

unconditional tenderness, kindness, and mercy, a relationship in which He seeks after man with love and 

mercy. The word appears over 200 times in scripture and is translated in some instances as “mercy”, 

“compassion”, “covenant love”, “faithfulness”, or “affection” as well as “lovingkindness.”   

 Numbers 14:19  Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of thy mercy 

(hesed).  

 

 
 

 

                      CREEDS OF THE CHURCH, PCUSA:  THE SHORTER CATECHISM 

 

 Q. 8. How does God execute His decrees? 

A. God executes His decrees in the works of creation and providence. 

 

Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? 

He who brings out the starry host one by one and calls forth each of them by name. 

Isaiah 40:26 

                                             

When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they 

said, “You made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them”.  

Acts 4: 24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           

 

 

 

                                                   SERVICE MUSIC AND LITURGY 

 

                                                           Spirit of the Living God                                                                                                                

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.                                                

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me 

           

                                                          Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; World without end. Amen, Amen 

         

                                                                Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy *catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen  * (universal church)    

 

                                                           The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen 

.                                                      

                                                                        Doxology  

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost   

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hos%202.18
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hos%202.19
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hos%202.20
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%2054.5
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jer%2031.32


 

 

 

 

I call on you, my God, for You will answer me; turn Your ear to me and hear my prayer. Psalm 17:6     

May my prayer be set before You like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening 

sacrifice. Psalm 142:2 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS:                                                                                                                                         

Our military personnel                                    Doris Birdsong, Andrew Boswell’s sister                                            

Dell Boettger, Jane’s cousin         David Blough, who has cancer                                            

Scotty Brazier           Nancy Jo Durham, Judy Boswell’s sister                                    

Lanie Epps Whitt                                     Becky Dennis                                                                             

Lindsey Walker           Lucy Lathrop                         

Chris Sandoval, Beth’s son-in-law in San Antonio, TX                                                        

Seth Cooper, Vivian Ferland’s brother, and her sister, who are both very ill                                     

Charlotte Moore, Beth Lewis’ friend                   Russell Gober, a friend of the Epps family                               

Susie Lanier-Maxwell, Shannon Candler’s sister       Orphan Aid Liberia                                                                                      

Adair Moore, Jimmy’s older brother                    Bill Corry                                                                                       

Johnnie Satterfield           Mildred Tietjen                                                                                 

Ed Lewis, at Eatonton Health and Rehabilitation                                                                                                      

Carey Wickland, at Presbyterian Village Memory Unit                                                                                             

Chuck Edwards, Alex Brazier’s brother-in-law, facing several serious health issues.                                         

Jean Coleman, friend of the Satterfields              Jon Carter, friend of Billy Wood                                               

Nancy Gloege and Roger. Nancy has been diagnosed with cancer.                                                                                                       

From Frederica Matthews Green,  How Do I Pray?                                                                                           

One suggestion - Pray through the church directory. When you get to the end, start over, praying for each 

person by name …  just call them to mind, remembering them, as St. Paul did (“I remember you constantly in 

my prayers,” 2 Timothy 1:3; “I remember you in my prayers,” Philemon 1:4). Just lift them up before the 

Lord; The Lord knows better than you what they need. 

Anonymous:                                                                

Lord, thou knowest better than myself that I am growing older and will soon be old. Keep me from becoming 

too talkative, and especially from the unfortunate habit of thinking that I must say something on every subject 

and at every opportunity. Release me from the idea that I must straighten out other peoples' affairs. With my 

immense treasure of experience and wisdom, it seems a pity not to let everybody partake of it. But thou 

knowest, Lord, that in the end I will need a few friends.                                                    

Keep me from the recital of endless details; give me wings to get to the point. Grant me the patience to listen 

to the complaints of others; help me to endure them with charity. But seal my lips on my own aches and pains 

-- they increase with the increasing years and my inclination to recount them is also increasing. 

I will not ask thee for improved memory, only for a little more humility and less self-assurance when my own 

memory doesn't agree with that of others. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be wrong 

Keep me reasonably gentle. I do not have the ambition to become a saint -- it is so hard to live with some of 

them -- but a harsh old person is one of the devil's masterpieces. 

Make me sympathetic without being sentimental, helpful but not bossy. Let me discover merits where I had not 

expected them, and talents in people whom I had not thought to possess any. And, Lord, give me the grace to 

tell them so.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 


