
 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF GREENSBORO, GEORGIA   
 Fourth Sunday of Lent, March 26, 2017                    

Elder of the Month: James Graham                   Director of Music: Donna Kicklighter 

Pastor: Rev. Alex Stevens 

 

 

        RINGING OF THE HOUR       (Please be seated.) 
         

        PRELUDE              A Shield About Me 
         

                         WELCOME                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
         

 

    *  PRAYER OF ADORATION/CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Psalms 23 & 95 

     The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures. He 

leads me beside the still waters.  

He restores my soul. He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake. 

     Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art 

with me, Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 
     You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies: You anoint my head with 

oil. My cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

     Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before Him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. 

 
 

   *  HYMN # 353             My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
       

       

       PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

 

 Lord, You have given Your life for us, and poured out Your Spirit, yet we fail to return 

 Your love with all our heart. Too often we are selfish and proud, ignoring You, Lord, and 

 neglecting others. We do not truly trust and obey You and we are overwhelmed by fear 

 and worry. In Christ we are given sure hope and love, yet we follow the false hopes of this  

 world. Father, through the redeeming death of Your Son on the cross, by Your Spirit and 

 through Your word, transform and renew us to follow You with joy as we confess in 

 silence. 
           

       

       CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE             Spirit of the Living God       (insert)              

    

 

  *  Please stand if you are able. 
 

 
       

         ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

    The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness. He 

has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as 

high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear 

Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from 

us. Brothers and Sisters, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. 

           People:  Amen 

 

 

 

      

*     THE PEACE OF CHRIST       
  

 
 

 

 

  *     AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         Apostles’ Creed                  (insert)               

 
   

 

      *     GLORIA PATRI            (insert) 

 
 

 

              OFFERING                                                                                                                                             

         Invitation to give 

         Offertory                    Grace Greater Than Our Sin      Of Healing Grace                                                                   

  *           Doxology                         (insert)                                                 

                 

 

  *      HYMN #438                  Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

 
 

 

                                                 PROCLAMATION 

 

   Prayer for Illumination                                                                                    James Graham                        

Old Testament Lesson                     1 Samuel 16:1-13                                    pew Bible p.  259 

   Anthem                                                                                                      Duet 

   Gospel Lesson                                   John 9:1-41                                          pew Bible p. 103                           

   Sermon              Seeing is Believing                  Rev Alex Stevens 

                
 

  

   *              HYMN #450                     Be Thou My Vision 
 

       

          PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

        

                     CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                                                                             

     And all God’s children said                                      

People:   Alleluia! Amen!                                                                                                                                                         

 

  *      CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE       #726      The Summons      (v.5) 

  

 



 

 

                                                   ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHOIR: The choir will practice on Wednesday at 7:00 in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

FROM ALEX: The session participated in a learning event last Saturday on the Life Cycle of Churches that 

they found to be so enlightening that they wish that all could experience the same. There will be a church-

wide presentation of the same material on Saturday, April 8 from 9 AM to 12:30 PM. Please come, breakfast 

will be served. 

 

MEN OF THE CHURCH: MOC will meet at Sisson’s Old South Barbecue on Tuesday, March 28th at 

Noon.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: The Fellowship Class meets at 9:45 in the Fellowship Hall. Come and check it out. No 

homework, no stress! 

 

WEBSITE: Have you checked out our website lately? It’s a great resource for introducing our church to your 

friends and neighbors. Go to  fpog.org   If you have info or pictures to share, see Chuck Thorp.  

 

FLOWERS: To provide flowers for the church, please see the list in the narthex or speak to Eileen 

Usherwood or Ann Corry. Ann and Eileen would love to have a variety of flowers and plants. Talk to either 

of them about ideas for helping beautify the church. If you’d like to mention in the bulletin, please contact 

Susie Pressley.  
 

 

 

 

                      CREEDS OF THE CHURCH, PCUSA:  THE SHORTER CATECHISM 

 

Q. 11. What are God's works of providence? 

A.   God's works of providence are His most holy, wise, and powerful preservation and control of all 

His creatures, and all their actions. 

 

God not only made the worlds but continues to maintain them; otherwise, they could not continue to exist. 

It is in God that all things live, and move, and have their being. God governs everything, and because He is 

all-powerful His plan is fulfilled. Not even a sparrow can die without His will. Yet in everything He 

is holy and wise. The actions of men are under His control but the sinfulness of the sinful acts of men 

belong entirely to themselves. 

  

Q. 12. What special act of providence did God exercise toward man, in the state in which he was 

created? 

A. When God had created man, He entered into a covenant of life with him, on condition of perfect 

obedience, forbidding him to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil on penalty of death. 

 

A covenant is a solemn agreement. We call the agreement God made with Adam a covenant of life because 

if it had been kept by man a higher form of life from which he could never fall would have resulted. The 

threat of death was conditional and implied the promise of 'life' if he did not disobey. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

                               SERVICE MUSIC AND LITURGY 

 

                                                           Spirit of the Living God                                                                                                                

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.                                                

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me 

 

                                                                Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy *catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen     

* (universal church)    

                                                          Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; World without end. Amen, 

Amen 

                                                           The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy 

will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory, forever.  Amen                                                      

                                                                    Doxology  

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

 

            

 



 

Guide us, O God, by Your Word and Spirit, that in Your light we may see light, in Your 

truth find freedom, and in Your will discover Your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. BOCW PCUSA 

In prayer it is better to have a heart without words than words without a heart.  John 

Bunyan 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS:                                                                                                                                         

Our military personnel                   Doris Birdsong, Andrew Boswell’s sister                                            

Dell Boettger, Jane’s cousin         David Blough, who has cancer                                            

Scotty Brazier          Nancy Jo Durham, Judy Boswell’s sister                                    

Lanie Epps Whitt                    Becky Dennis                                                                             

Lindsey Walker                     Lucy Lathrop                         

Chris Sandoval, Beth’s son-in-law in San Antonio, TX                                                        

Seth Cooper, Vivian Ferland’s brother, and her sister, who are both very ill                                     

Charlotte Moore, Beth Lewis’ friend        Russell Gober, a friend of the Epps family 

Orphan Aid Liberia                                   Adair Moore, Jimmy’s older brother                                         

Bill Corry               Jean Coleman, friend of the Satterfields           

Johnnie Satterfield          Mildred Tietjen                                                                                 

Ed Lewis, at Eatonton Health and Rehabilitation                                                                                                      

Carey Wickland, at Presbyterian Village Memory Unit                                                                                             

Chuck Edwards, Alex Brazier’s brother-in-law, facing several serious health issues.          

Nancy Gloege and Roger. Nancy has been diagnosed with cancer.                                                                                                       

The meaning of sin is putting ourselves where God belongs. The meaning of the cross is 

God putting Himself where we belong.  John Stott 

The heart of every problem is the problem in every heart. The problem in every heart is sin. 

A prayer of Ignatius of Loyola                                                                                             

You, Holy Father are King of heaven and earth. 

You are Three and One, Lord God, all Good.                                                                                                      

You are Good, all Good, supreme Good, Lord God, living and true. 

You are love. You are wisdom. You are humility. You are endurance. 

You are rest. You are peace. You are joy and gladness. 

You are justice and moderation. You are our riches, and You suffice for us. 

You are beauty. You are gentleness. You are our protector. 

You are our guardian and defender. You are our courage.  

You are our haven and our hope. You are our faith, our great consolation. 

You are our eternal life, Great and Wonderful Lord 

God Almighty, Merciful Saviour, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, one God forever.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 


