
 
 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF GREENSBORO, GEORGIA   
Sunday, March 5, 2017, The First Sunday in Lent               

Elder of the Month: James Graham     Director of Music: Donna Kicklighter 

Rev Alex Stevens 

*Please stand if you are able. 

 

        RINGING OF THE HOUR       (Please be seated) 
         

        PRELUDE  
         

                         WELCOME                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
         

                        GREETING OUR NEIGHBORS WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                                                                                                                     
   

    
 

      *    CALL TO WORSHIP  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires, known, and from whom no secrets are        

hid: 

       Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name. 
 

 

  *    HYMN #267                             Come, Christians, Join to Sing  
 

 

 
 

*   PRAYER OF ADORATION      

       O God, You are infinite, eternal and unchangeable, glorious in holiness, full of love and        

compassion, abundant in grace and truth. 

       Your works everywhere praise You, and Your glory is revealed in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

       Therefore we praise You, blessed and holy Trinity, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

   *   HYMN #630                                   Fairest Lord Jesus 

        

        

        PRAYER OF CONFESSION           

Merciful God, You pardon all who truly repent and turn to You. We humbly confess our sins 

and ask Your mercy. We have not loved You with a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbor 

as ourselves. We have not done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with You, our God. 

Have mercy on us, O God, in Your loving-kindness. In your great compassion, cleanse us from 

our sin. Hear us oh Lord as in silence we confess our sin to You. 
    

 

 

 

 

 

                             CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE          Spirit of the Living God     (insert)         

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

                              ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
        Brothers and Sisters, God abounds in love and mercy and welcomes our return, for in Christ, God came 

to us and died for us that we might have forgiveness and abundant life. In His name we are forgiven. 
          People:  Amen 

                                                         

  

    *     AFFIRMATION OF FAITH             Apostles’ Creed                  (insert) 

 

 *     GLORIA PATRI            (insert) 
       

 

                 OFFERING                                                                                                                                             

    Invitation to give 

    Offertory      Of Healing Grace                                                                   

  *      Doxology                         (insert)                                                 

 

                                                              PROCLAMATION 

 

Prayer for Illumination                    James Graham  

Old Testament Lesson                        Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7                        pew Bible p.   2 

Anthem                                         You Who Are Thirsty                          Choir 

Gospel Lesson                                      Matthew 4:1-11                                  pew Bible p.    3                         

Sermon                                         The Bread of Life                               Rev Alex Stevens    

  

  *     HYMN #526  (vs. 1,2)                   Let Us Talents And Tongues Employ   
            
       

                       PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 
 
 

               

              THE SACREMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

    

 Invitation to the Table                                                                                                                        
The Words of Institution/The Lord’s Prayer 

The Great Thanksgiving  

     The Lord be with you.           And also with you. 

    Lift up your hearts.           We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      It is right to give our thanks and praise                                    

 ………….. 

       And the people of God said         Alleluia Amen  

The Distribution of the Elements 
 

      HYMN #526  (v. 3)                           Let Us Talents And Tongues Employ       
                

              CHARGE  AND  BENEDICTION                                                                                                                             

       And all God’s children said                                                                                                                                                               

People:   Alleluia! Amen! 

               

               CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE             The Summons        (insert) 

            



                                                

     ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHOIR: The choir will practice on Wednesday at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

FLOWERS: To provide flowers to honor or remember someone special please see the list in the narthex or 

speak to Eileen Usherwood or Ann Corry. To include information in the bulletin please contact Susie Pressley. 
 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS: We invite you to join us at 9:45 in the Fellowship Hall. We just began our new 

study, The Mission of Jesus, today so you haven’t missed much. Remember - no homework, no stress!   
 

SESSION: The Budget for 2017 was approved at the last meeting. You will hear more about plans 

shortly.  The Budget Committee recommended a conservative budget that met our church needs without being 

too expansive for the coming year.  The General Giving Budget for the year is $97,592 or $8,132.66 a 

month.  General Giving for January and February of 2017 has been $16,721 or $8,360 per month. The Session 

thanks you for your faithfulness in giving, even when you are not with us in church.   
 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS:                                                                                                                                         

God of compassion, bless us and those we love, our friends and families; that, drawing close to You, we may 

be drawn closer to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP PCUSA 
 

Our military personnel                                    Doris Birdsong, Andrew Boswell’s sister                                            

Dell Boettger, Jane’s cousin         David Blough, who has cancer                                            

Scotty Brazier           Nancy Jo Durham, Judy Boswell’s sister                                    

Lanie Epps Whitt                                     Becky Dennis                                                                             

Lindsey Walker           Lucy Lathrop                         

Chris Sandoval, Beth’s son-in-law in San Antonio, TX                                                        

Seth Cooper, Vivian Ferland’s brother, and her sister, who are both very ill                                     

Charlotte Moore, Beth Lewis’ friend                   Russell Gober, a friend of the Epps family                       

Orphan Aid Liberia                                               Adair Moore, Jimmy’s older brother                                        

Bill Corry                                                              Johnnie Satterfield                             

Mildred Tietjen                                                                                                                                                        

Ed Lewis, at Eatonton Health and Rehabilitation                                                                                                      

Carey Wickland, at Presbyterian Village Memory Unit                                                                                             

Chuck Edwards, Alex Brazier’s brother-in-law, facing several serious health issues.                                         

Jean Coleman, friend of the Satterfields              Jon Carter, friend of Billy Wood                                               

Nancy Gloege and Roger. Nancy has been diagnosed with cancer.                                                                                                       

The Family of Susie Lanier-Maxwell, Shannon Candler’s sister, in their loss.  

 

Gracious God, because we are not strong enough to pray as we should, You provide Christ Jesus and 

the Holy Spirit to intercede for us in power. In this confidence we ask You to accept this, our prayer 

for those in authority over us. Guide the rulers of the nations. Move them to set aside their fear, 

greed, and vain ambition, and bow to Your sovereign rule. Inspire them to strive for peace and 

justice, that all Your children may dwell secure, free of war and injustice.  

We ask Thee, our Father, to bless our session, Marie Boswell, Jan Brazier, Alex Brazier, Cheri 

Moore, James Graham, Noble Usherwood, who give themselves to the service of Your church, that 

with wisdom, patience, and courage, they may minister in the name of Him who came, not to be 

served but to serve, for it is in His name we pray. Amen 

A Lenten Prayer: Loving Creator, I am not asking to overcome my weakness, but to use it in some way to 

glorify You. Let me be aware of the many ways You reach out to help me today and let me stand in awe of the 

power that You use in such loving ways. 

 

 

  

 

                        SERVICE MUSIC AND LITURGY 

 

 

                                                         Spirit of the Living God 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.                                                

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

                                                         Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy *catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen  * (universal church)    

 

                                                          Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; World without end. Amen, Amen 

  

                                                                  Doxology  

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost   

 

                                                                The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen 

 

                                                                The Summons 

             Lord Your summons echoes true when You but call my name.                                                  

 Let me turn and follow You and never be the same.                                                               

 In Your company I’ll go where your love and foot-steps show.                                           

 Thus I’ll move and live and grow in You and You in me. 

 

 

 



 

                                                                        LENT 
 

Today is the first Sunday in Lent, a season of forty days beginning on Ash Wednesday and culminating in Holy 

Week. (Sundays are not counted because Sunday is always celebrated as a feast day.) During this season, the 

church, in joy and sorrow, proclaims, remembers, and responds to the atoning death of Christ.  
 

There may be questions. Do Presbyterians participate in Ash Wednesday? What is the purpose of Lent in the 

Reformed tradition? Do we give up something for Lent? Congregations, increasingly called to welcome seekers 

and new Christians, are aware of the importance of defining the language of faith and interpreting the traditions 

of the community. A basic guide to Lenten practices may be helpful.   
 

The season of Lent provides time to explore the mystery at the heart of the gospel, that being a Christian means 

a new life through Christ. This tradition comes to us from the early church. New believers were mentored in the 

Christian faith for a lengthy period of time and were often baptized on Easter Sunday. The idea of giving 

something up for Lent came out of this tradition when members of the Christian community might fast with 

new believers as they prepare for their baptisms. 
 

Ash Wednesday - Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. During a solemn service a minister or elder marks the 

foreheads of participants with the sign of the cross in ashes, saying the words, “You are dust, and to dust you 

shall return,” from Genesis 3:19. With these words, Christians are reminded of their mortality but , when 

combined with the sign of the cross, they are reminded also of the hope of the resurrection. Christians do not 

receive the sign of the cross to attract attention or to be noticed by others; they receive the sign of the cross to 

focus on who they are as human beings, bound in death and life to Christ. Palm branches waved on Easter are 

often saved and burned the following year to provide the ashes for the service. 
 

Maundy Thursday - The Thursday before Easter Sunday traditionally celebrates what we have come to call 

The Last Supper. The story of Jesus breaking and blessing bread at the Passover meal, as a reminder of his life 

given freely for all, is told in the books of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. This Passover act became the sacrament 

of holy communion in the Christian church. Celebration of communion is usually the centerpiece of a Maundy 

Thursday service. The term Maundy, from the Latin word mandatum or mandate makes reference to Christ’s 

mandate that we love one another. John’s Gospel highlights the story of Jesus, at his last meal, with his 

disciples , girding  himself with a towel, and washing his disciples’ feet. John 13:34 includes Jesus’ words, “I 

give you a new commandment, (mandate) that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should 

love one another.” The observance of foot washing is practiced in some Presbyterian churches as a reminder of 

the kind of love and servanthood Christ asks of his disciples today.  
 

Good Friday - The Friday before Easter is a day devoted to remembering the crucifixion and death of Jesus. 

Many wonder why this day is called good. This Friday is sometimes called Holy or Black Friday, but the 

term good reminds us of Jesus’ blameless, good, and pious life. Churches sometimes have a special worship 

service between noon and 3 p.m. to represent the hours that the sky turned dark as Jesus suffered and died. 

Many congregations base Good Friday worship on Jesus’ last words from the cross.  
 

Tenebrae - One other Lenten practice often observed during Holy Week is Tenebrae, Latin for “shadows” or 

“darkness.” The unique feature of this worship service is the extinguishing of one candle after each reading 

until the room or sanctuary is totally dark. The darkness reminds those present of the days Jesus spent in the 

tomb. This service can be held on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, or Holy Saturday. The end of the service is 

usually marked by the lighting of one candle, reminding those present that the darkness does not overcome; the 

light will shine again. Easter is coming! 

 

Adapted from The Book of Common Worship (PCUSA) and The Presbyterian Mission Agency website. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 


