
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF GREENSBORO, GEORGIA   
Sunday, March 12, 2017                     

Elder of the Month: James Graham     Director of Music: Donna Kicklighter 

Rev Alex Stevens 

 

 

        RINGING OF THE HOUR       (Please be seated.)   
         

        PRELUDE  
         

                         WELCOME                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
         

                        GREETING EACH OTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

 

      * PRAYER OF ADORATION    Psalm 121  (King James Version) 
 I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. 
 My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth. 
 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: He that keepeth thee will not slumber. 
 Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

   The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. 
 The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 
 The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: He shall preserve thy soul.                       

      The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth,  

      and even for evermore.     
 

 

       *  CALL TO WORSHIP     Psalm 121  (King James Version) 

      God of grace, You gave us minds to know You, hearts to love You, 
       and voices to sing Your praise.    

       Fill us with Your Spirit, that we may celebrate Your glory and worship You in spirit and  

       in truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

   
 

          *  HYMN #41                  O Worship the King, All Glorious Above 

 

       PRAYER OF CONFESSION      
 

 Heavenly Father, we confess that we often forget that we are Yours. We live as if there  

       is no God and we fall short of being a credible witness to You. For these things we ask  

       Your forgiveness and we also ask for Your strength. Give us clear minds and open hearts  

       so we may witness to You in our world.   

      

  

       CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE          Spirit of the Living God         (insert)            

    

          

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
   God is merciful and full of steadfast love. He will not forget us. He promises to wash us clean 

           and to lead us in paths of steadfast love and faithfulness. Christian, be assured; even as we                        
           confess our unfaithfulness, we are forgiven.      

           People:  Amen 

 

   *     AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                       Apostles’ Creed                  (insert)                                     

 

   *     GLORIA PATRI            (insert) 

 

                     OFFERING                                                                                                                                             

         Invitation to give 

         Offertory                          

         Doxology                         (insert) 

 

       *     HYMN #697                                 Take My Life                                                              

                                                             

                                                       PROCLAMATION 
 

Prayer for Illumination                             James Graham 

Old Testament Lesson                                Genesis 12:1-4a                                    Pew Bible    

Anthem                                               Lamb of God                                         Choir 

Gospel Lesson                                            John 3:1-17                                           Pew Bible                             

Sermon                                                                                                             Rev Alex Stevens    

  

*     HYMN #649                                       Amazing Grace 
                  

              

   

       PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

       WELCOME OF NEW MEMBERS BROOKE AND SPENCER HINDS 

        

               CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                                                                             

      And all God’s children said:  

 People: Alleluia! Amen!                                                                                                                                                                     

 

*      CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #726           The Summons  (vs. 4)             

  

 

 



 

                                                   ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHOIR: The choir will practice at 7 p.m.  

 

FLOWERS: To provide flowers for the church, please see the list in the narthex or speak to Eileen 

Usherwood or Ann Corry. Eileen and Ann want you to know that they would welcome flowers from your 

yard, a blooming plant or a lovely green houseplant, every bit as much as an arrangement from a florist. To 

include a note honoring or remembering someone in the bulletin, please contact Susie Pressley. 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS: What was Jesus’ mission in the incarnation? Why was he born in Israel rather 

than in Babylon? Who did people think he was, and why? These are some of the questions we’ll be exploring 

as we study “The Mission of Jesus.” Join us at 9:45 in the Fellowship hall. No homework, no stress! 

 

LUNCH BUNCH: There will be a gathering of folks after the service in the narthex, where we will decide 

upon a place to re-gather for lunch. 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN: PW will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Thursday, March 16 at 4:00. Diane 

Myers will be our hostess. We’ll be helping Cheri with very simple dresses for the little girls at the 

Orphanage we support in Liberia. If you don’t sew you can help make bows or iron or snip threads – just 

come and have fun helping. 

 

SESSION: The session will meet on Monday, March 20 at 6:00 PM. 
 

WEBSITE: Have you checked out our website lately? It’s a great resource for introducing our church to 

your friends and neighbors. Go to fpog.org.  If you have info or pictures to share, see Chuck Thorp.  

 

PRAYER LIST: Please take a look at the Prayer List and let Susie Pressley know if there are updates on 

any of these people. To add a request, call or email Susie Pressley. 404-630-7592 or  

jimmiepressley@yahoo.com 

 

CREEDS OF THE CHURCH, PCUSA:  THE SHORTER CATECHISM        

                                 

         Q. 9. What is the work of creation? 

 A. The work of creation is God’s making all things of nothing, by the 

 word of His power, in the space of six days, and all very good. 
  

                      Q. 10. How did God create man? 

 A. God created man male and female, after His own image, in knowledge, 

 righteousness, and holiness, with dominion over the creatures. 

  

The work of creation refers to our Lord creating all things ex nihilo, that is, out of nothing. Unlike some 

dualistic religions that say both God and the material realm are eternal, biblical religion insists that only the 

Lord has existed from all eternity. There was a point at which the only thing or being in existence was our 

triune Creator. As described in Genesis 1, this God at some point spoke the world into existence. He did not 

take elements that existed alongside Him; rather, He created the elements by the authority of His own words 

and fashioned them into the universe. He spoke and ordered creation to come forth, and the world was 

created. 

 

By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made 

out of things that are visible. Heb. 11:3 

 

 

SERVICE MUSIC 

 

Spirit of the Living God 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.                                                

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me 

           

Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; World without end. Amen, Amen.    

         

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy *catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  * (universal church)    

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory, forever.  Amen 

.                                                      

Doxology 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.   

 

            

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%2011.3


 

 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS:                                                                                                                                         

Our military personnel                                    Doris Birdsong, Andrew Boswell’s sister                                            

Dell Boettger, Jane’s cousin         David Blough, who has cancer                                            

Scotty Brazier           Nancy Jo Durham, Judy Boswell’s sister                                    

Lanie Epps Whitt                                     Becky Dennis                                                                             

Lindsey Walker           Lucy Lathrop                         

Chris Sandoval, Beth’s son-in-law in San Antonio, TX                                                        

Seth Cooper, Vivian Ferland’s brother, and her sister, who are both very ill                                     

Charlotte Moore, Beth Lewis’ friend                   Russell Gober, a friend of the Epps family                               

Susie Lanier-Maxwell, Shannon Candler’s sister       Orphan Aid Liberia                                                                                      

Adair Moore, Jimmy’s older brother                    Bill Corry                                                                                       

Johnnie Satterfield           Mildred Tietjen                                                                                 

Ed Lewis, at Eatonton Health and Rehabilitation                                                                                                      

Carey Wickland, at Presbyterian Village Memory Unit                                                                                             

Chuck Edwards, Alex Brazier’s brother-in-law, facing several serious health issues.                                         

Jean Coleman, friend of the Satterfields              Jon Carter, friend of Billy Wood                                               

Nancy Gloege and Roger. Nancy has been diagnosed with cancer.                                                                                                       

 

Psalm 79:13   We, Your people, the sheep of Your pasture, will give thanks to You forever;                    

From generation to generation we will recount Your praise. 

The Lenten season has historically been a time of solemn reflection on the human condition, reminding us 

that dust we are, and to dust we shall return. But we learn quickly that the human condition is marked not 

merely by fragility, but by depravity. In fact, by the time of Noah, human corruption and violence had 

become so pervasive that God was said to be grieved to His heart and filled with regret. This picture 

powerfully conveys the sinfulness of sin.                                         

What pierces is that the Bible is not speaking about the human heart abstractly. No, it is speaking 

specifically about our hearts and the sinfulness of our sin. But, in the midst of the gloom and in the 

aftermath of the storm of God’s judgment, we see hope shine through. Noah looks up and sees against the 

gray clouds the dazzling glory of the rainbow emerging where sun and storm meet. And there in the clouds 

he sees the bow of God’s wrath laid aside in the promise of peace. 

And that great promise is that no matter how dark our sin might grow, God will not turn His face against 

us again. Instead, God would sooner point the bow of His wrath upward, towards heaven, at His own Son, 

than unleash His wrath upon us again. And on the cross, where the sun of God’s love and the storm of 

God’s wrath would meet again, Jesus would die in darkness so that the brilliance of the glory of God’s 

saving plan would shine forth into our hearts. All this without a hint of divine regret. 

 Prayer 

Lord, help us to share Your sorrow and grief at our sin. During this season, grant us the courage to look 

honestly into the gloom of our sin so that we might see anew the brilliance of Your glorious promise and 

grace to us in Christ. In Christ’s Name, Amen. Tim Keller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 


