
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro
April 1,  2018, Easter Sunday

Music Director: Jean Gómez   Elder of the Month: Jan Brazier
Guest Preacher: Rev. John Lamsma  

PRELUDE     Jean Gómez
WELCOME
*GREETING ONE ANOTHER

*INTROIT Hymn #1, vss. 1 & 2               Holy, Holy, Holy                                         Congregation

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
We long to see in a new light, to see Christ in both sun and shadow, in all of God's creation.
Christ offers us the luscious fruit of life and God's everlasting love.
Open our eyes, Holy One. Let us see the risen Christ.
All: Christ is risen! Alleluia!

PRAYER OF ADORATION 
Glorious Lord of life, by the mighty resurrection of Your Son You overcame the old order of 
sin and death to make all things new in Him. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy, Christ's 
resurrection from death may be raised from death of sin to the life of righteousness through 
Him who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

HYMN #232, vss. 1, 2 & 3             Jesus Christ is Risen Today                        Congregation

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, in raising Jesus, You shattered the power of sin and death, but we remain 
captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. We overlook the poor and 
the hungry; we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed, and indifferent to calls for peace; we 
despise the weak, and abuse the earth you made. Forgive us and help us to trust your pow-
er to renew us, that we may know the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen 
Lord.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone, a new life has begun. I declare to 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST
* GLORIA PATRI                     Hymnal Page #581

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination                   Jan Brazier
Old Testament Lesson Isiah 25:6-9   Pew Bible Page #652
New Testament Lesson       1 Corinthians 15:1-11                    Pew Bible Page #176

Gospel Lesson            John 20:1-18   Pew Bible Page #114

Anthem                             In Christ Alone       Jim, Elizabeth and Abigail Graham

Sermon  He is Risen!       Rev. John Lamsma

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                        Please see Insert

* COMMUNION HYMN #234, vss. 1 & 2                                         Congregation

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain

THE COMMUNION OF GOD'S PEOPLE

OFFERING
Invitation to Give

OFFERTORY    Jean Gómez

*DOXOLOGY #606
Prayer of Dedication

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Join me as we pray for our community and the world.
Comfort and relieve , O Lord, all who are in trouble, sorrow, poverty, sickness, or 
grief, especially those know to us, whom We name before you in silence….
(a moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER               Hymnal Page #35

*HYMN #233 vss. 1 & 2                   The Day of Resurrection!                Congregation

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
And all God’s children said:  Alleluia! Amen!

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

HYMN #233 vs. 3                            The Day of Resurrection!                        Congregation

*Please stand if you are able.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME! This morning we welcome Rev. John Lamsma to our pulpit. 
If you are visiting today, we extend a warm welcome in the name of Christ. We are delighted you have chos-
en to join us. Please fill out a visitor’s card so that we can welcome you personally. To learn more about us, 
please check our website at fpog.org. Large print hymnals and audio devices are available at the rear of the 
church.

FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS: Please join us at 9:45 in the Fellowship Hall. Fellowship 
Sunday School is now looking at the "Life and Ministry of the Messiah". We will be reading Matthew, Luke, 
Genesis and Ruth in the Shadow of Herod.  We enjoy great discussions led by our Teacher, Susie Pressley 
and a presentation by Ray Vanderlaan. No homework, no stress, just show up for Coffee and Fellowship.

SUNDAY DINNER AFTER WORSHIP: Join us for Dinner after Worship on Sunday, April 15 in our 
Fellowship Hall. This meal will be provided by a catering company and is a gift from the Fellowship Sunday 
School class to the congregation.
 
WORSHIP AND CHURCH PICNIC: We will have worship followed by our Church Picnic on Sunday, 
May 20, at Georgia Power’s Old Salem Park. Stay tuned for more information.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Join us as we crochet and knit shawls to give to those who need our 
prayers and remembrance. Contact Brooke Hinds for more information.

For Your Prayers:
Andrew Boswell and family upon the death of his sister, Doris Birdsong.

Continue Praying For:
Adair Moore Ed Lewis Pastor Nominating Committee
Becky Dennis Lanie Epps Whitt Orphan Aid Liberia
Bill Corry Lucy Lathrop  Session Members
Chris Penna Mildred Tietjen Susie Pressley
Chris Sandoval Nancy Gloege Veterans and Military Members
David Blough Nancy Jo Durham
Dylan Webb Nick Thomas

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER CONCERNS FOR THE BULLETIN: Please contact 
Marie Boswell by email at marieeboswell@yahoo.com or phone or text at 706-347-0782

Mission Statement
We are disciples of Jesus Christ reaching out through mission and warm welcoming fellowship to indivi-
duals of various communities of the Greene County area.

Vision Statement
To be the church of choice to the very rapidly growing population of the Greene County area; the active 
adult community.

mailto:marieeboswell@yahoo.com


THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Leader : The Lord be with you.                              People: And also with you.
Lift up you hearts.                                                 We lift them up to the Lord. 

Eternal God, holy and mighty, it is truly right and our greatest joy to give You thanks
and praise, and to worship You in every place where Your glory abides. In Your wisdom, 
You made all things and sustain them by Your power. Therefore we praise You, 
joining our voices with the heavenly choirs and with all the faithful  of every time and 
place who forever sing to the glory of Your name.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. In Jesus, 
born of Mary, Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 
He lived as one of us, knowing joy and sorrow. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, 
opened blind eyes, broke bread with outcasts and sinners, and proclaimed the good 
news of your kingdom to the poor.

Dying on the cross, He gave himself for the life of the world. Rising from the grave, 
He won for us victory over death. Seated at Your right hand, He leads us to eternal life. 
We praise You that Christ now reigns with You in glory, and will come again to make 
all things new. 

We give You thanks that the Lord Jesus, on the night before He died, took bread, and after 
giving thanks to You, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: Take, eat. This is 
My body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me. In the same way, He took the 
cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant sealed in My blood, shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of Me. 
Remembering Your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take from Your creation this bread 
and this wine and joyfully celebrate His dying and rising, as we await the day of His 
coming. With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to You to be a living and holy 
sacrifice, dedicated to Your service. Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

Gracious God, pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these Your gifts of bread and wine, 
that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood 
of Christ. By Your Spirit make us one with Christ, that we may be one with all who share this 
feast, united in ministry in every place. As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to be 
the body of Christ in the world. 

A Brief Statement of Faith, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.

     In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God , and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we
trust  in  the  one  triune  God,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  whom alone  we
worship and serve.

     We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God . . . .
     We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father . . . .

     We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer 
of life.  The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all
believers in the one body of Christ,  the Church.   The same Spirit  who
inspired  the  prophets  and  apostles  rules  our  faith  and  life  in  Christ
through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in
the waters of  baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of
salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. In a
broken and fearful world the Spirit gives courage to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask the
idolatries  in  Church  and  culture,  to  hear  the  voices  of  peoples  long
silenced,  and  to  work  with  others  for  justice,  freedom,  and  peace.  In
gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our
daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God's
new heaven and new earth, praying, "Come, Lord Jesus!"

     With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life
or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


