
 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro  
March 18, 2018    Fifth Sunday in Lent 

                      Music Director: Jean Gόmez     Elder of the Month: James Graham 

       Guest Preacher   Dr. Ford F. G’Segner   Liturgist Steve Atchley 

                                                

                PRELUDE 
   WELCOME                   

* GREETING ONE ANOTHER                          
* INTROIT                          (insert)                                                                                                                    

* CALL TO WORSHIP                        Psalm 51:1-12 (The Message)                

Generous in love-God, give grace! Huge in mercy-wipe out my bad record.  Scrub away my 

guilt, soak out my sins in your laundry.  I know how bad I’ve been; my sins are staring me 

down.                                   

You’re the One I’ve violated, and You’ve seen it all, seen the full extent of my evil.  You have all the 

facts before You; whatever You decide about me is fair. 

I’ve been out of step with You for a long time, in the wrong since before I was born.  What 

You’re after is truth from the inside out.          

Enter me, then; conceive a new, true life.  Soak me in Your laundry and I’ll come out clean, scrub me 

and I’ll have a snow-white life. 

Tune me in to foot-tapping songs, set these once-broken bones to dancing.  Don’t look too close 

for blemishes, give me a clean bill of health. 

God, make a fresh start in me, shape a Genesis week from the chaos of my life.  Don’t throw me out 

with the trash, or fail to breathe holiness in me. 

Bring me back from gray exile, put a fresh wind in my sails!  Give me a job teaching rebels Your 

ways so the lost can find their way home. 

Commute my death sentence, God, my salvation God, and I’ll sing anthems to your life-giving 

ways. 

Unbutton my lips, dear God; I’ll let loose with your praise.  (Let us pray!) 

PRAYER OF ADORATION       God of mercy, You know us better than we know ourselves, and    

still You love us. Wash us from all our sins, create in us clean hearts, and strengthen us by Your 

Holy Spirit that we may give You praise; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

HYMN #363              Rejoice the Lord is King 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION       
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    Forgive us, O God, if we have preferred the old to the new, half 

life to full life, and our own achievements to your gift of life. Forgive us if we have ignored Jesus' 

teachings, slighted His gracious love and tried to discover the meaning of our life apart from our 

Teacher. Forgive us if we have run away from the difficult decisions of life, evading the cross and 

missing the mark. 
 

                                           *Those who are able please stand. 

 

 

 

Forgive us if we have used the church to support and strengthen privilege and to safeguard a 

willful way of life, if we have lived on memory and nostalgia rather than on experience and 

hope.  Forgive us if we have failed to see the signs of Your presence in our common life. 

Forgive us if we have refused to work in cooperation with Your Spirit. Have mercy on us, O 

God, and enable us to lay hold of the life that is life indeed. Restore to us the joy of our 

salvation and uphold us with Your Gracious Spirit. Accept us, O God, and deliver us from all 

our sin, through Jesus, our Christ. Hear our Prayer, O Lord. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Incline Thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 
 

    ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Listen my friends to this good news: God loves us no matter what. Take heart in the knowledge that 

God's grace is ours. Arise therefore in the knowledge that you are forgiven of your shortcomings 

and granted new life through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*  PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

*  GLORIA PATRI 

 

    PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

    Prayer for Illumination                          Steve Atchley 

    Old Testament Lesson                           Jeremiah 31:31-34               pew Bible p. #659 

    Gospel Lesson                                       John 12:20-33                      pew Bible p. #106 

    Anthem     Amazing Grace         Choir 

    Sermon                 A Grace-Filled Exit              Dr. Ford F. G’Segner 
 

*  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     A Brief Statement of Faith  PC(USA)  (insert)   

 

*  HYMN #438           Rock of Ages 
        

          OFFERING                                                                                                                                             

        Invitation to give 

    Offertory and * Doxology                                              

    Prayer of Dedication 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER           (insert) 

Leader:   Join me as we pray for our community and the world. 

People:  Comfort and relieve, O Lord, all who are in trouble,  sorrow,  poverty,  sickness,   

or grief, especially those known to us, whom we name before you in silence . . . . (A moment  

of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray) 
 

For those who have lost hope, Lord, we ask Your mercy as we pray together, Our Father 

which art in Heaven ….  
 

*   HYMN # 396       Change My Heart Oh God 
 

*   CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

     And all God’s children said: Alleluia! Amen! 
 

     CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   HYMN # 353  vs 4  My Hope is Built On Nothing Less  

 

 

                                              



                                              

 

                                                  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME: This morning we welcome Rev. Dr. Ford F. G’Segner to our pulpit. 

If you are visiting us today, we extend a warm welcome in the name of Christ. We are delighted 

you have chosen to join us. Please fill out a visitor’s card so that we can welcome you personally. 

To learn more about us please check our website at fpog.org. Large print hymnals and audio 

devices are available at the rear of the church. 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN will meet in the Fellowship Hall today at 2:30 PM. 

FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS: Please join us at 9:45 in the Fellowship Building. 

Our Lenten study is “The Path to the Cross”, by Ray Vanderlaan. No homework, no stress. 

MEN OF THE CHURCH Lunch for March is on 3/27/18 at 11:30AM.  Our host will be James 

Graham. Our lunch site will be the Pickle Barrel. 

Maundy Thursday Service and Communion:  Join us at 7 PM on March 29, 2018 for this service. 

The Rev. Dr. Ford G’Segner will lead worship. 

SUNDY DINNER AFTER WORSHIP:  Join us for Dinner after worship on Sunday April 15, 2018 

in our Fellowship Hall.  This meal will be provided by a catering company and is a gift from the 

Fellowship Sunday School Class to the Congregation. 

WORSHIP AND CHURCH PICNIC:  May 20, 2018 Worship and our Church Picnic at Georgia 

Power's Old Salem Park.  More news soon. 

Mission Statement (Where we are now.) 

We are disciples of Jesus Christ reaching out through mission and warm, welcoming fellowship to 

individuals of various communities of the Greene County area. 

Vision Statement: ( where we are in the future.) 

To be the church of choice to the very rapidly growing population of Greene County area; the active 

adult community. 

OUR SESSION:  Jan  Brazier- Worship Elder; Cheri Moore - Fellowship Elder; James Graham- 

Member Care Elder; Johnnie Satterfield - Facilities Elder; Noble Usherwood - Finance, Education and 

Missions Elder,  Brooke Hinds - Clerk of Session. 

 

 

 

        

                             

                                  SERVICE MUSIC AND LITURGY 

                                                                           We Are Standing On Holy Ground 

       We are standing on Holy Ground, For I know that there are angels all around  

Let us praise Jesus now, For we are standing in His presence on holy ground. (repeat) 

                                              Spirit of the Living God                                                                                                               
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.                        
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 

                           A Brief Statement of Faith, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 

     In life and in death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God , and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God,   the Holy One of 

Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 

     We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching 

good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the 

children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 

and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

     Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of 

human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, 

vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 

eternal. 

     We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. . . . 

     We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. . . . 

     With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

                                                          Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.   Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

                                                      Gloria Patri 

     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

     As it was in the beginning, it is now and ever shall be; World without end. Amen, Amen 

                                                    The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 

earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory, For ever and ever.  Amen. 

                                                              



 

 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS:  

Veterans and military personnel    Doris Birdsong, Andrew Boswell’s sister 

Dell Boettger, Jane Epps’s cousin David Blough, cancer recovery 

Scotty Brazier                Nancy Jo Durham, Judy Boswell’s sister 

Lanie Epps Whitt   Becky Dennis 

Lindsey Walker   Lucy Lathrop, Vivian Ferland’s sister 

Orphan Aid Liberia  Adair Moore, Jimmy Moore’s brother 

Johnnie Satterfield  The Owens family (friends of Linda Fowler) 

Mildred Tietjen   Nancy Gloege     

Ed Lewis                                           Stephen Jackson    

Chris Penna                             Bill Corry                

Susie Pressley                                  Nick Thomas 

Chris Sandoval, Beth Lewis’s son-in-law 

Dylan Webb, a friend of the Hinds, who has a brain tumor  

Our Session members: Jan Brazier, Cherie Moore, Johnny Satterfield, Brooke Hinds, 

Noble Usherwood, James Graham,  

Pastor Search Committee: Beth Lewis, Duane Blough, Hap Tietjen, Jane Epps, Spencer Hinds  

 

From Dr. Ford G’Segner on A Brief Statement of Faith 

 

In 1983, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) was formed by the reunion of the United Presbyterian 

Church in the United States of America and the Presbyterian Church in the United States. Integral 

to reunion was the preparation of a brief statement of faith. While recognizing realities of diversity 

and disagreement in both the church and the world, members of the drafting committee sought to 

articulate Presbyterians’ common identity. 

 

Early in its discussions, the committee decided to write a statement of faith that could be used in 

worship. The committee drew extensively on the documents in the Book of Confessions and on 

Scripture for its formulations, and arranged them within a trinitarian framework. 

The Brief Statement of Faith (statement) is distinctive in several respects. Unlike the Apostles’ and 

Nicene Creeds, which move directly from Jesus’ birth to his death, the statement emphasizes the 

significance of Jesus’ ministry in Judea and Galilee. The Brief Statement of Faith emphasizes 

gender-inclusiveness. It underscores the role of both men and women in God’s covenant, uses  

feminine as well as masculine imagery of God, and affirms ordination of both women and men. The 

statement also expresses concern for the integrity of God’s creation. 

 

Affirming at its beginning that “In life and death we belong to God” (11.1, line 1) and, at its end, 

that “nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord,” 

(11.05, lines 78, 79) the Brief Statement of Faith concludes liturgically with the church’s familiar 

doxology of praise and thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 


