
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro
April 8,  2018, Second Sunday of Easter

Music Director: Jean Gómez   Elder of the Month: Jan Brazier
Guest Preacher: Rev. Sue Jacobson  

PRELUDE     Jean Gómez
WELCOME                                                                                                                    Jan Brazier
*GREETING ONE ANOTHER

*INTROIT Hymn #1, vss. 1 & 2               Holy, Holy, Holy                                         Congregation

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Come to worship Jesus Christ, risen forever.
Come to rejoice in life born out of death.
Come to grasp hope in the face of fear.
Come to find forgiveness for your sins.
Come to release your doubts into the very presence of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! to find forgiveness for your sins.
Come to release your doubts into the very presence of God.
All: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

PRAYER OF ADORATION 
Holy God, by raising Jesus, You overcame death and gave us everlasting life, grant that we 
who celebrate our Lord's resurrection, may, through the renewing power of Your Spirit, 
arise from the death of sin to the life of righteousness through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

HYMN #35                             Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty                        Congregation

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious and loving God, the resurrection of your Son has not pulled us far from our old 
ways. Our faith becomes fear in the face of the world’s troubles. We trust more in the 
power of “the way things are” than in the new life you grant. We hesitate to speak out 
against wrong, convinced it will do no good. We excuse ourselves from chances to help 
others, fearing for our security. We stay busy with small concerns to avoid facing our 
shortcomings.                                (Silent, personal confession.)

Holy God, forgive our fears and our doubts. Plant Easter seeds in us to push through the 
packed, dead ground of old habits.  Transform our suffering into greater faithfulness. Catch 
us up into the dance of your Holy Spirit, so that we may find hope and strength for the 
living of these days. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Even the hardest and most unchanging rock gives way to the persistent dripping of water.
In the same way, God's continual grace washes away our failings and shapes us into faith-
ful disciples of Christ. By the waters of baptism, God forgives us all our sins. Let go of the 
old ways. Live new lives of confident faith, abundant hope and overflowing love. 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 

* PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST
* GLORIA PATRI, Hymn  #581

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination                   Jan Brazier
Old Testament Lesson Psalm 133   Pew Bible Page #575

Gospel Lesson          John 20:19-31   Pew Bible Page #115

Anthem                             JehoahJired                                         Choir

Sermon     Fear vs. Hope...And the winner is?       Rev. Sue Jacobson
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                      Hymnal Page #35

*HYMN #254                 That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright         Congregation 

OFFERING
Invitation to Give
OFFERTORY    Jean Gómez
*DOXOLOGY,  Hymn #606
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Join me as we pray for our community and the world.
Comfort and relieve , O Lord, all who are in trouble, sorrow, poverty, sickness, or 
grief, especially those known to us, whom We name before you in silence….
(a moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER               Hymnal Page #35

*HYMN #623 vss. 1 & 2                I've Got Peace Like a River                Congregation

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
And all God’s children said:  Alleluia! Amen!

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

HYMN #633 vs. 3                          I've Got Peace Like a River                Congregation

*Please stand if you are able.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME! This morning we welcome Rev. Sue Jacobson recently retired from Oconee Presbyterian 
Church where she served children and families for fourteen years. She and her husband, Marshall, 
live in Watkinsville. They are blessed to have their adult sons and their families close by. Sue and 
Marshall love to travel in their RV and are in the midst of planning summer trips.

If you are visiting today, we extend a warm welcome in the name of Christ. We are delighted you 
have chosen to join us. Please fill out a visitor’s card so that we can welcome you personally. To learn 
more about us, please check our website at fpog.org. Large print hymnals and audio devices are 
available at the rear of the church.

FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS: You are invited to join the
Fellowship Sunday School class next Sunday as we continue our new study,
The Life and Ministry of the Messiah. We share a short (15 minute) video
teaching by historian Ray Vanderlaan, filmed on site in Israel, and then share
discussion time as we explore the significance of what we have learned.

Next Sunday’s lesson is My Rock and My Fortress. David’s song in Psalm 18 is
“The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in
whom I take refuge ..." But what does that mean to me? Is God, in fact our
Rock? Join us as we learn together. Still no homework, no stress.

SUNDAY DINNER AFTER WORSHIP: Join us for Dinner after Worship on next Sunday, April 15, 
in our Fellowship Hall. This meal will be provided by a catering company and is a gift from the 
Fellowship Sunday School class to the congregation.

 
WORSHIP AND CHURCH PICNIC: We will have worship followed by our Church Picnic on Sunday, 
May 20, at Georgia Power’s Old Salem Park. Stay tuned for more information.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Join us as we crochet and knit shawls to give to those who need our 
prayers and remembrance. Contact Brooke Hinds for more information.

Continue Praying For:
Adair Moore Dylan Webb Nancy Jo Durham
Becky Dennis Ed Lewis Nick Thomas
Bill Corry Johnnie Satterfied  Pastor Nominating Committee
Chris Penna Lanie Epps Whitt Orphan Aid Liberia
Chris Sandoval Lucy Lathrop Session MemberS
David Blough Mildred Tietjen Susie Pressley

Nancy Gloege Veterans and Military Members

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER CONCERNS FOR THE BULLETIN: Please contact Marie 
Boswell by email at marieeboswell@yahoo.com or phone or text at 706-347-0782

mailto:marieeboswell@yahoo.com

