
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro
May 13, 2018, Seventh Sunday of Easter

Guest Musician: Yao Xiao   Elder of the Month: Brooke Hinds
Guest Preacher: Rev. Decatur Rodgers  

*Please stand if you are able

*GREETING ONE ANOTHER

PRELUDE                   Yao Xiao
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                      Brooke Hinds

*INTROIT Hymn #263, vss. 1 & 2     All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name         Congregation
        
*CALL TO WORSHIP
This is the day that God has made, the day to rejoice and give thanks.
Jesus has been raised from the dead, and He lives every day in our midst.
This  is  the  day  that  God  has  made,  to  remember  God’s  faithfulness  through  all
generations.
Amid the self-centered boastings of the world. God’s dream lives for all, rich
and poor alike.
This is the day that God has made, to love the Holy, to invite in those who feel outside.
Come, let us serve the Lord with gladness, let us reach out with love, let us
speak with grace, and let our every deed give witness to God’s glory.

*HYMN #634, vss. 1& 2                      To God Be the Glory                  Congregation

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of all time, we confess that we have often held back because we have
loved tradition and culture more than we have loved You. We have feared
change rather than trusted in Your Spirit to lead us through the wilderness.
We have withheld our strength, our talents, our lives from Your ministry. We
have turned away despite Your promise of equipping the saints through the
Holy Spirit. 
Forgive us we pray. Forgive us for neglecting to pray for the church and its
mission, for failing to obey Your call to bring hope to the community around
us, and for ceasing to stand on Your promise of life in the Kingdom of God.
Forgive us.                       (Silent, personal confession.)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
May Almighty God, who caused light to shine out of darkness, shine in our hearts, 
cleansing us from all our sins, and restoring us to the light of the knowledge of Gods 
glory, in the face of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Alleluia, Amen.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST
* GLORIA PATRI, Hymn  #581

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination                       Brooke Hinds
1st Lesson                                       1 John 5:9-13                     Pew Bible Page #241

Anthem                                           You Who Are Thirsty                                        Choir
Scripture Lesson                                   Acts 1:15-26                         Pew Bible Page #118

Sermon                 Putting Our House in Order        Rev. Decatur Rodgers

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe that the world and all who dwell within it, are imperfect and broken.
I believe that God in His love, sent Jesus Christ to redeem the world and its
people. I love the Christ and trust Him as the one who saves me from my sin.
I, with repentance and joy, embrace Him as Lord of my life. I believe that the
Bible is the Word of God, revealing Christ and His redemption. I accept the
gracious promises of God, and I affirm my union with Christ and His Church.
I promise to do all that I can, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to strengthen
everyone’s love and commitment to Christ, to share faithfully in the life of the
Church, and to bring witness to Truth by my words, thoughts, and deeds, in
private and public.

*HYMN #658, vss. 1, 2 & 3                      God is So Good                           Congregation 

OFFERING
Invitation to Give   
OFFERTORY                   Yao Xiao

*DOXOLOGY,  Hymn #606
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Almighty God, in Jesus Christ You taught us to pray, and to offer our petitions
to You in His name. Guide us by Your Holy Spirit, that our prayers for others
may serve Your will and show Your steadfast love; through the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Please shower Your grace upon all, especially those known to
us, whom we name before You in silence…       

(a moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER                     Hymnal Page #35

*HYMN #541 vss. 1 & 2             God Be With You till We Meet Again        Congregation

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
And all God’s children said:  Alleluia! Amen!

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

*HYMN #541 vs. 4                      God Be With You till We Meet Again        Congregation



ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME! This morning we welcome back Rev. Decatur Rodgers.

If you are visiting today, we extend a warm welcome in the name of Christ. We are 
delighted you have chosen to join us. Please fill out a visitor’s card so that we can
welcome  you  personally.  To  learn  more  about  us,  please  check  our  website  at
fpog.org. 

➢ Large print hymnals and audio devices are available at the rear of the church.

WELCOME OUR GUEST MUSICIAN: Today we welcome Yao Xiao. Originally from
China, Yao came to the United States in 2013 to study for his undergraduate degree.
Yao learned to play the piano when he was 15 years old and has been playing since
then.  He loves Christian music for its pure and sincere expression of love and faith
in God. He is honored to accompany our singing today and prays that God's spirit
witnesses our worship.

WORSHIP AND CHURCH PICNIC: We will have worship followed by our Church 
Picnic next Sunday, May 20, at Georgia Power’s Old Salem Park. 

MEN OF THE CHURCH:  The men of the church will meet Tuesday, May 29, 2018 at
11:30 a.m.at Yesterday Cafe. Spencer Hinds is this month's host.

Remember in Prayer:

Jen McClure and family, in the loss of Todd McClure, the McClure's are family of 
Rev. Amy Hobby Rickard.       
Jean Gómez, as he travels to California for a special opportunity in his education.

Continue Praying For:
Adair Moore Dylan Webb Nancy Jo Durham
Becky Dennis Ed Lewis Nick Thomas
Bill Corry Johnnie Satterfield  Pastor Nominating Committee
Chris Penna Lanie Epps Whitt Orphan Aid Liberia
Chris Sandoval Lucy Lathrop Session Members
David Blough Mildred Tietjen Susie Pressley

Nancy Gloege Veterans and Military Members

Happy Mothers Day!
We are thankful for all mothers, grandmothers and all who may not have 
the  title, but do play the part to their loved ones.
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