
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro
May 6, 2018, Sixth Sunday of Easter

Music Director: Jean Gómez   Elder of the Month: Brooke Hinds
Guest Preacher: Rev. Amy Hobby Rickard  

*Please stand if you are able.

GREETING ONE ANOTHER
PRELUDE          Jean Gómez
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*INTROIT Hymn #835, Refrain, vs. 1           Just a Closer Walk with Thee                  Congregation

*CALL TO WORSHIP
We come with open hearts to worship the Risen Christ!
Sing praises to the Lord!
Make a joyful noise before the king.
Sing a new song. God has done marvelous things!
May the gift of the Holy Spirit pour out on us today.
In faith and hope, we seek God’s love. Amen!

PRAYER OF ADORATION 
God  of  goodness  and  mercy,  of  gentleness  and  kindness,  of  righteousness  and
faithfulness; be the light of our salvation and sustain our souls. We offer the daily
tasks that consume us to you, for we accomplish nothing without your grace. We
submit  to  your  will  that  we  should  love  you  with  our  everything  and  love  our
neighbors, and even our enemies, as ourselves. Renew us and transform us by your
steadfast love into the people of God. Amen.

HYMN #187, vss. 1 & 2                Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us                  Congregation

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God, we set out to be upright and righteous people, for that is what you call us
to be, and it is what we desire. But we quickly lose our way. We neglect to help our
neighbors in need. We gossip freely about others, but we fail to speak up for those
who have no voice. We do not keep our pride in check. O God, forgive us. Turn us
back to you. Set us once again on your path of integrity, so that we may live wisely
as followers of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
So far as east is from west, so far are our sins removed from us when we truly repent and truly 
believe. I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
Amen.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST
* GLORIA PATRI, Hymn #581
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Prayer for Illumination                       Brooke Hinds
Old Testament Lesson               Psalm 98     Pew Bible Page #551
Gospel  Lesson           John 15:9-17                            Pew Bible Page #109
Scripture Lesson           1 John 4:19-5:5     Pew Bible Page #241

Anthem                             I Know That My Redeemer Lives                              Choir

Sermon  Super Savior, Super Love  Rev. Amy Hobby Rickard
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                Hymnal Page 35 

* COMMUNION HYMN #494, vss. 1 & 2  Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts      Congregation
       

THE COMMUNION OF GOD'S PEOPLE
Invitation                                Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.                                       And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.                                          We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                It is right to give thanks and praise.
Eternal God........…………………………………….………..forever sing the glory of Your name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory, Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!
You  are  holy,  O  God....………………………………....Great  is  the  mystery  of  faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Gracious God……………………………………………………………………………………….....Amen.

Communion 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious God, you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on
earth. You have fed us with the bread of life, and renewed us for your service.
Help us who have shared Christ’s body and received his cup to be his faithful
disciples, so that our daily living may be part of the life of your kingdom, and
our love be your love reaching out into the life of the world; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

OFFERING
Invitation to Give
OFFERTORY                     Jean Gómez

*DOXOLOGY, Hymn #606
Prayer of Dedication
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE followed by  The Lord's Prayer,          Hymnal Page #35
Holy God, we ask you to strengthen us as your disciples. Help us to follow the way of
Christ, grow in wisdom, and not grow weary in well-doing. May we all be built up by Your
word and Spirit  into a household and family that is  strong and caring,  and ready to
welcome others. Hear our prayers for those who are sick, for those who are frail,  for
those who are troubled. We pray now in silence for those people and situations we hold
in our hearts…     (A moment of silence  while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.)



*HYMN #267 vss. 1 & 2                         Come, 'Christians, Join to Sing                       Congregation

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
And all God’s children said:  Alleluia! Amen!

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

HYMN #267 vs. 3                                       Come, 'Christians, Join to Sing                  Congregation

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME! This morning We welcome The Rev. Amy Hobby Rickard to our pulpit today. Rev.
Rickard is Chief of Staff and Director of Operations for America’s Warrior Partnership, a national
veteran service non-profit, and Supply Pastor of Lincolnton Presbyterian Church. She and her
husband Ken have lived in Augusta for 15 years and have two rescue dogs. She enjoys group
fitness classes, travel, good food and art.
 
If you are visiting today, we extend a warm welcome in the name of Christ. We are delighted
you  have  chosen  to  join  us.  Please  fill  out  a  visitor’s  card  so  that  we  can  welcome  you
personally. To learn more about us, please check our website at fpog.org. 

➢ Large print hymnals and audio devices are available at the rear of the church.

FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS: Please join us at 9:45 in the Fellowship Hall. You
are invited to join us as we continue our new study, the "Life and Ministry of the Messiah". We
have a short video by historian, Ray Vanderlaan, then share discussion exploring what we have
learned. Make plan to join us for information, coffee and discussion.

A THOUGHT FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE: During our time of Pastor Transition, 
giving to the General Fund can tend to fall off. Please remember we give to the Lord as an act of
Worship and to the Missions of our Church. If you are behind where you wanted to be in your 
giving, please consider catching up.

WORSHIP AND CHURCH PICNIC: We will have worship followed by our Church Picnic on 
Sunday, May 20, at Georgia Power’s Old Salem Park. Stay tuned for more information.

Continue Praying For:
Adair Moore Ed Lewis Pastor Nominating Committee
Becky Dennis Lanie Epps Whitt Orphan Aid Liberia
Bill Corry Lucy Lathrop  Session Members
Chris Penna Mildred Tietjen Susie Pressley
Chris Sandoval Nancy Gloege Veterans and Military Members
David Blough Nancy Jo Durham
Dylan Webb Nick Thomas
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