
 First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro 
August 4, 2019, Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Music Director: Jean Gómez;  Guest Pianist: Eric Newell; Elder of the Month: Chuck Thorp 
Pastor: Rev. Meg Jackson Clark  

  

 ➢  Large print hymnals and audio devices are available at the rear of the church.  
*Please stand if you are able. 

*GREETING ONE ANOTHER  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                             Chuck Thorp 
 

PRELUDE    
  

*INTROIT  #749                                        Come! Live in the Light!                                     Congregation 
  

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
God of Righteousness, grant us your life-giving presence.  
Guide us in our time of worship, and remain with us as we step out into the world,  
that we may face injustice with courage and love.  
May we come to see that the end we seek is a society at peace with itself,  
a society that can live with its conscience. 
The timing may feel off; the end of the road might be out of sight, yet we trust in your holy presence. 
How long? 
Not long, because no lie can live forever. 
How long? 
Not long, because you still reap what you sow. 
How long? 
Not long.  Because the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.  
How long? 
Not long, because you are our God, and all may take refuge in the shadow of your wings.  
May we live into the justice that our God proclaims here and now and forever. 
 

*HYMN  #753                           Make Me a Channel of Your Peace                               Congregation 
 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
O God, we long to co-create with you the Beloved Community which looks to the common good; 
privileges all equally, and creates societal systems which celebrate the humanity and the gifts of 
all. And yet we focus on our differences, envy each other’s gifts, devalue manifestations of you,  
O God, that are not like our own. 
 

Perhaps our sin is a slow wait for justice: We allow the voices of brothers and sisters who do not 
look like us, love like us, or worship like us to be silenced. We have told them to wait for freedom, 
justice and equality. We foster in them a denigrating sense of nobodiness.  
 

 
 
 
 

Or perhaps we have kept silence ourselves in the face of their struggle for full human life.  
For it is not solely hateful words and actions, but also appalling silence that follows the path  
of oppression.   
 
Perhaps our sin is to give in to weariness, discouragement, or bitterness: You have called us to be 
drum majors for justice, peace and righteousness, yet the work of peace and justice overwhelms 
us at times.  Forgive us. 

 (Silent Confession) 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

* PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 
“And also with you.” 
  

* GLORIA PATRI, Hymn  #581 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD   
Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                Chuck Thorp 
First Reading                                                 Genesis 1:26-27                                          Pew Bible Page 1  
ANTHEM                                                                                                                                  Eric Newell  
Scripture                                                           Acts 10:24-35                               Pew Bible Pages 129 

Sermon                                          I am a Racist ☹                                        Rev. Tom Coop 
  

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
I refuse to believe that we are unable to influence the events around us. 
I refuse to believe we are bound by racism, war, and injustice. 
I believe those around me are my brothers and my sisters. 
I believe in dignity every day and that our brokenness can be healed. 
I believe we can overcome oppression and violence, without resorting to it. 
This means I seek to reject revenge and retaliation. 
I remember, “Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can.”  
 

* COMMUNION HYMN #510                 We Gather Here in Jesus’ Name                      Congregation 
 

THE COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Invitation 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.         It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is truly right...who forever sing to the glory of your name: 



 
You are holy...Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
Invitation to Give  
OFFERTORY  
*DOXOLOGY,  Hymn #606 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Gracious God, 
you made us in your image and hold us in your care. 
Draw near to us that we may truly draw near to one another. 
We lift up to you all whom we hold in our hearts, in need of your hope and healing. 
We pray for all the people of your world,  
and ask that you would help us to see your image in them. 
Keep us in the unity of the Spirit and the bonds of peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                             p. 35 Hymnal 
  

*HYMN #761                                 Called As Partners in Christ’s Service                           Congregation 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
And all God’s children said:  Alleluia! Amen! 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
*HYMN #300  vs. 1                                     We Are One in the Spirit                           Congregation 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WELCOME! If you are visiting today, we extend a warm welcome in the name of Christ.                
We are delighted you have chosen to join us. Please fill out a visitor’s card so that we can                   
welcome you personally. To learn more about us, please check our website at fpog.org. 
 
 

Sailing Along! 
We continue our season of prayer, following the Guide to Forty Days of             
Prayer included in the book “Sailboat Church”. Check your email for your            
daily guide and Scripture. Want to know more? Join us for Sunday School at              
9:45 each week. Next week, August 11, we will explore Chapter 5 “The             
Church’s Mission”. Join the adventure! 

Thanks to all for your donations in support of Joan Gray’s upcoming visit! 

 
 
WOMEN OF THE CHURCH: Don’t forget our monthly lunch meeting on           
Wednesday, August 7 at 11:30 a.m. at The Yesterday Cafe. Watch here            
each month for locations and, if you are not on our email list or would like to                 
add a friend, contact Susie Pressley at jimmiepressley@yahoo.com. 
 
 
Coming Soon: Dinners for 6/8 on August 10. Hosts, please be in touch with your guests, and 
guests prepare your dishes. Questions? Call Cheri Moore 706-454-1390. 
 
 
Continue Praying For: 
 

Bill Corry James Graham Kirsty Edwards 
Bruce Porter Jane Sigalo Lilliana Walker 
Charles Graham Janna Chillemi Luke McNeill 
David Blough Jimmy Burt Lori Howerton 
Gary Pressley Johnnie Satterfield Mildred Tietjen 
Gabrielle Keen 
 

Karen Hamilton 
Kathy Harris 

Susie Pressley 
Veterans & Military Members 
 

   
Let us remember our church leaders:  As we offer intentional prayer, let us pray for our elders:  

Chuck Thorp, Property 
 

 
  

 
 


