
  First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro 
October 20, 2019, Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Music Director: Jean Gómez;  Elder of the Month: Brooke Manning Hinds 
Pastor: Rev. Meg Jackson Clark  

  

 ➢  Large print hymnals and audio devices are available at the rear of the church.  
*Please stand if you are able. 

*GREETING ONE ANOTHER  
RINGING OF THE BELL (Please be seated.)  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           Chris Penna 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                                                     Jean Gómez   
  

*INTROIT  #471                                         O Lord, Hear My Prayer                               Congregation 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Give thanks to God, and call upon His name! 
For God is great, and God is here! 
Spread the news of what God has done throughout the world. 
For God is great, and God is here! 
Sing praise, and shout for joy! 
For God is great, and God is here! 
 

*HYMN  #32                                       I Sing the Mighty Power of God                            Congregation 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
O God, 
We confess that it is hard to trust in your power,  
which sometimes looks to us like weakness. 
It is difficult to seek your wisdom, which often seems foolish to us. 
Your wholeness, which comes to us amid brokenness, does not seem worth the cost.  
Touch us this day, O Lord, sinners that we are, that we might become your saints, 
your body, your children, your church. 
For this temple of your Spirit is built not upon our own abilities, knowledge, or skill,  
but upon you, in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 (Silent Confession) 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  
I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
May the God of mercy, who forgives us all our sins, strengthen us in all goodness,  
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 

* PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 
“And also with you.”  
 

* GLORIA PATRI, Hymn  #581 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD    
Prayer for Illumination                              Chris Penna 
First Reading                                             I Corinthians 1:18-25                            Pew Bible Page 166 
ANTHEM                                          Shall We Gather at the River                                         Choir 
Scripture                                                       John 14:12-14                                    Pew Bible Page 109 

Sermon                                      The God-powered Church                           Rev. Joan Gray 
  

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH               A Brief Statement of Faith, section 4                     Hymnal, p.38 
   

* HYMN #307                                             God of Grace and God of Glory                       Congregation 
OFFERING 
Invitation to Give  
OFFERTORY  
*DOXOLOGY,  Hymn #606 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Holy and Gracious God, 
we give you thanks for the gift of life, for the gift of your Son,  
for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Lead your people through the trials of suffering and sorrow,  
of challenge and struggle, of tired times and dark places. 
Be with those who weep, who have no peace, who seek release. 
Lead us with your grace and love and peace. 
Fill us with your hope and patience and stamina. 
Transform us in your image, through your Son, to grow and understand and see, 
 that we can be made whole, and in wholeness be the hands and heart of Christ.   

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                     p. 35 Hymnal 
  

*HYMN #761                                 Called as Partners in Christ’s Service                         Congregation 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
And all God’s children said:  Alleluia! Amen! 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
*HYMN #741 vss. 1 & 2                               Guide My Feet                                        Congregation 

 
Guide my feet while I run this race (3 times)  

For I don’t want to run this race in vain! 
Hold my hand while I run this race... 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WELCOME! If you are visiting today, we extend a warm welcome in the name of Christ.                
We are delighted you have chosen to join us. Please fill out a visitor’s card so that we can                   
welcome you personally. To learn more about us, please check our website at fpog.org. 
 

Join us in welcoming Joan Gray! 
We are excited to have Joan Gray with us today. Joan S. Gray was ordained to the Ministry of 
Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church (US) in 1978. Since then she has served in 
fourteen ministry settings, most frequently as interim pastor. Her educational degrees are from 
Presbyterian College, Columbia Theological Seminary, General Theological Seminary        
(Episcopal) in New York City (Master of Sacred Theology in Spiritual Direction), and Wesley              
Theological Seminary (Doctor of Ministry) in Washington, DC. She is the co-author of             
Presbyterian Polity for Church Leaders, and the author of Spiritual Leadership for Church             
Officers and Sailboat Church, all published by Westminster/John Knox Press. Joan grew up in              
South Carolina, as did her husband Bill Gray, a Presbyterian ruling elder. The Grays live in                
Atlanta. 
 
Please join us for lunch following worship in the Fellowship Hall to celebrate Joan’s              
presence and help us launch into the sea as a Sailboat Church. 
 
Congregational Meeting: There will be a brief congregational meeting following worship next 
Sunday, October 27 for the purpose of electing elders to serve beginning in January 2020. 
 

 
Continue Praying For: 
 

Ann Adams 
Ben Boswell 

David Blough 
David Edwards 

Kirsty Edwards  
Lilliana Walker 

Bill Brown Fran Blough Lori Howerton 
Bill Corry Family of Reginald Miller Tammy Johnson 
Bill & Verley Dotson Family of Gary Pressley Terry Johnson 
Bonnie Duvall Jana Chillemi Tim Rardin 
Bruce Porter Jimmy Burt Officer Nominating Committee 
Carl Imes Johnnie Satterfield Veterans & Military Members 

  
 
Let us remember our church family and friends:  As we offer intentional prayer, let us pray for: 

 
Peter and Shannon Candler 
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The Rev. Dr. Joan Gray graduated from       
Presbyterian College with a B.A. in 1973.       
She then continued her education at      
Columbia Theological Seminary, where she     
earned her M.Div. in 1976. In 1993 she        
attended General Theological Seminary    
(Episcopal), where she earned a Master of       
Sacred Theology in spiritual direction and      
received her Doctor of Ministry from Wesley       
Theological Seminary in 2009. 

Gray was ordained as a Minister of the Word         
and Sacrament on March 12, 1978. Prior to        
serving as the moderator of the Presbyterian       

Church (USA), Gray served seven churches in the Atlanta area —           
Fellowship, Oglethorpe, Columbia, Hemphill, Good Shepherd, Smyrna,       
and College Park. In 1978, Joan was the first woman ordained to pastor a              
church in Atlanta Presbytery, PCUS. At these churches her ministries          
have included solo pastor, associate pastor, lead pastor/head of staff,          
parish associate, and interim pastor. She has served as adjunct faculty at            
Columbia Theological Seminary and Johnson C. Smith Theological        
Seminary and has taught at Princeton Theological Seminary as part of the            
Continuing Education Faculty. She is married to ordained elder and          
attorney William A. Gray. 
She served as the interim dean of students and vice-president of student            
services at Columbia Theological Seminary. 

Her publications include:  Presbyterian Polity for Church Officers, 
co-authored with Joyce C. Tucker, (4th edition, Geneva Press, 2012); 
Spiritual Leadership for Church Officers, (Geneva Press, 2009) and The 
Sailboat Church: Helping your Church Rethink Its Mission and Purpose, 
(Westminster John Knox Press, May, 2014). 

 
  
 
 
 


