
  First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro 
November 3 2019, Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time; All Saints Sunday 

Music Director: Jean Gómez;  Elder of the Month: Jan Brazier 
Pastor: Rev. Meg Jackson Clark   

 ➢  Large print hymnals and audio devices are available at the rear of the church.  
*Please stand if you are able. 

 
*GREETING ONE ANOTHER  
RINGING OF THE BELL (Please be seated.)  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                              Jan Brazier 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                                                          Jean Gómez  
  

*INTROIT  #743                                        O God, You Are My God                                Congregation 

 Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will be Done 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
From every nation, in every language, may God’s people cry out: 
“Salvation belongs to our God, and to the Lamb!” 
Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving! 
Honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 
Amen! 
Amen! 

*HYMN  #175                                                  Seek Ye First                                               Congregation 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Loving and merciful One, 
we thank you for the community of the saints, past, present and future. 
We praise you for the brothers and sisters with whom we seek to demonstrate your kingdom. 
We confess that we sometimes fail to seek your will, and forge ahead with our own agendas. 
Forgive us when our efforts fall far short of the vision Jesus cast of your kingdom. 
Keep us from being discouraged, and form in us your vision for our lives and our church. 
May your kingdom come, and your will be done, we pray. 

 (Silent Confession) 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Friends, I declare to you, the mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting. 
Let us proclaim the Good News: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen! 
 

* PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 
“And also with you.”  
 

* GLORIA PATRI, Hymn  #581 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD    
Prayer for Illumination                            Jan Brazier  

Scripture                                                        Revelation 7:9-17                                     Pew Bible Page 249 
 

Reflection                                     The Coming Kingdom                       Rev. Meg Jackson Clark  

  

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                            Apostles’ Creed                                                 Hymnal, p.35 
 

ANTHEM                                                 For All the Saints                                                     Choir 
 

LIGHTING OF MEMORY CANDLES 
 

MUSICAL SELECTION                                                                                    in memory of Gary Pressley 

 Give us this Day our Daily Bread   
 

Scripture                                                          Exodus 16:13-21                                     Pew Bible Page 63 
 

Reflection                                                    Daily Bread and Jam         Rev. Meg Jackson Clark 
 

* COMMUNION HYMN #525, vss. 1 & 2     Let Us Break Bread Together                    Congregation 
 

THE COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Invitation 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is truly right...who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

 
You are holy...Amen. 
 

 



OFFERING 
Invitation to Give  
OFFERTORY  
*DOXOLOGY,  Hymn #606 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Our Father in heaven, may your kingdom come… 
Unite us in faith. Reveal your vision and truth to us. 
Replace our ignorance and greed with justice and mercy. 
May your will be done on earth as it is in heaven… 
Let your love enter our hearts, our communities, our nation, 
and give us joy in our work as we share the abundance of your creation. 
Give each of us this day, our daily bread… 
Nourish all who are hungry for bread or for love. 
Help us to share what you provide for us every day. 
Generous and holy God, 
inspire us with your love, challenge us with your truth, 
and empower us with your strength to help you in bringing your kingdom to earth.  

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                             p. 35 Hymnal 
  

*HYMN #525 v.3                               Let Us Break Bread Together                                  Congregation 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
And all God’s children said:  Alleluia! Amen! 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
*HYMN #654                               In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful                               Congregation 

 
In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful; in the Lord I will rejoice! 

Look to God; do not be afraid. Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.  
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME! If you are visiting today, we extend a warm welcome in the name of Christ. We are                  
delighted you have chosen to join us. Please fill out a visitor’s card so that we can welcome you                   
personally. To learn more about us, please check our website at fpog.org. 
 

Women of the Church will meet for lunch at the home of Cheri Moore, 1091 
Thurmond Road on Wednesday, November 6 at 11:30 a.m. If you would like 
to bring a dish, please see Cheri or contact her at 678-641-2869. 

Calling All Singers! 
Christmas Cantata rehearsals begin this week, and you don’t have to be a 
member of the choir to be a part of it. If you can make it to most of these 
rehearsals, please join us. We need more voices to make a joyful noise in 
celebration of Christ’s birth! 
 
Rehearsals are set for:    Thursday, Nov. 7th at 7 pm,  Thursday, Nov. 14th at 

7 pm,  Wednesday, Nov. 20th at 5 pm,  Thursday, Dec. 5th at 7 pm,  Thursday, Dec. 12th at 7 pm, 
Cantata: Friday, Dec. 13th at 6 pm: Rehearsal at 5 pm 

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE 
In the name of Christ our Savior, let us remember those in need of our help this 
Thanksgiving by contributing to our special food drive for the Greene County Food 
Pantry.  They are in need of the following items:  
 
3 lb. bag of onions                       4 lbs. of yams 5 lbs. of white potatoes 
cranberry sauce                           stuffing mix turkey gravy  
chicken broth – 2 cans                green beans – 2 cans Jiffy mix – 2 boxes 
cream of chicken soup                cream of mushroom soup Jello/cake mix 
peaches – canned                        aluminum pans  
 
Thank you so much for your generous contributions!  Please bring your items to church on Sunday, 
November 17th and we will deliver the collection to the Food Pantry the following week. 

Continue Praying For: 
Ann Adams 
Anne Price 
Ben Boswell 

David Blough 
David Edwards 
Family of Gary Pressley 

Lilliana Walker 
Lori Howerton 
Tammy Johnson 

Bill Corry Jana Chillemi Family of Terry Johnson 
Bill & Verley  Dotson Johnnie Satterfield Tim Rardin 
Bonnie Duvall Kirsty Edwards Officer Nominating Committee 
Carl Imes  Veterans & Military Members 
   
Let us remember our church members and friends:  As we offer intentional prayer, let us pray for: 

Tom & DeLynn Coop 

 

All Saints’ Day 
In early Christian tradition, saints’ days began as a way to mark the anniversary of a martyr’s                 
death — his or her “birthday” as a saint. By the middle of the church’s first millennium, there                  
were so many martyrs (particularly due to the persecution of Diocletian) that it was hard to give                 
them all their due. All Saints’ Day was established as an opportunity to honor all the saints,                 
known and unknown. 

All Saints’ Day has a rather different focus in the Reformed tradition. While we may give                
thanks for the lives of particular luminaries of ages past, the emphasis is on the ongoing                
sanctification of the whole people of God. Rather than putting saints on pedestals as holy               
people set apart in glory, we give glory to God for the ordinary, holy lives of the believers in                   
this and every age. This is an appropriate time to give thanks to members of the community of                  
faith who have died in the past year. We also pray that we may be counted among the                  
company of the faithful in God’s eternal realm. 

The Faithful of every generation. All Saints’ Day has been celebrated on November 1 since               
the year 835. Previously it had been connected with the Easter season as a feast of all                 
martyrs. 

All Saints’ Day is a time to rejoice in all who through the ages have               
faithfully served the Lord. The day reminds us that we are part of one              
continuing, living communion of saints. It is a time to claim our kinship             
with the “glorious company of apostles … the noble fellowship of           
prophets … the white-robed army of martyrs” (Te Deum). It is a time             
to express our gratitude for all who in ages of darkness kept the faith,              
for those who have taken the gospel to the ends of the earth, for              
prophetic voices who have called the church to be faithful in life and             
service, for all who have witnessed to God’s justice and peace in            
every nation.  

 Greek Icon of saints and angels 
 around Christ’s throne (c.1700) 

To rejoice with all the faithful of every generation expands our awareness of a great company                
of witnesses above and around us like a cloud (Hebrews 12:1). It lifts us out of a                 
preoccupation with our own immediate situation and the discouragements of the present. In             
the knowledge that others have persevered, we are encouraged to endure against all odds              
(Hebrews 12:1-2). Reminded that God was with the faithful of the past, we are reassured that                
God is with us today, moving us and all creation toward God’s end in time. In this context, it is                    
appropriate for a congregation on All Saints’ Day to commemorate the lives of those who died                
during the previous year. 


