
  First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro 
March 1, 2020 First Sunday in Lent 

Music Director: Jean Gómez;  Elder of the Month: Meg Marshall 
Pastor: Rev. Meg Jackson Clark  

 ➢  Large print hymnals and audio devices are available at the rear of the church.  
*All are invited to stand. 

*GREETING ONE ANOTHER  
RINGING OF THE BELL (Please be seated.)  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           Meg Marshall 
  

PRELUDE                                                                                                                          Jean Gomez  
  

*INTROIT  #166 vss. 1 & 2      Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days                        Congregation 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Come out of moments of despair, out of moments of joy, out of your everydays,  
out of heights, out of depths. Come as you are. Come, worship the One who loves us. 
We come to wait for the One who redeems us. We wait for the Lord. 
 

*HYMN #65                                     Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                              Congregation 
 
LIGHTING OF THE LENT CANDLE                                                                                       Duane Blough 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God, 
We are thirsty people. Our hearts are parched from wandering in the desert of sin. 
Call us to your well. 
We are hungry people. Our souls are starved from our time in the wilds of this life.  
Call us to your table. 
Fill our cups with your grace. Fill our souls with your forgiveness.  
Let your love overflow in our hearts, and make us come fully alive. 

 (Silent Confession) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our weaknesses,  
since in every respect he was tempted as we are.  
In Jesus Christ, we are freed from sin and made alive to all that is good. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
* PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
“The peace of Christ be with you.”  
“And also with you.”  
 

* GLORIA PATRI, Hymn  #581 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD    
Prayer for Illumination                                Meg Marshall  
Scripture                                                          Psalm 78:11-29                                       Pew Bible Page 538 

ANTHEM                                             Forty Days and Forty Nights                                           Choir 
 

Scripture                                                          Matthew 4:1-11                                           Pew Bible Page 3 
 

Sermon                                                     “In the Wilderness”   
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                              Apostles’ Creed                                               Hymnal, p.35 
 

* COMMUNION HYMN #523                You Satisfy the Hungry Heart                           Congregation 
 

THE COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Invitation 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is truly right...who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

 

You are holy...Amen. 
 
OFFERING  
Invitation to Give  
OFFERTORY                                                                                                                             Jean Gomez  
*DOXOLOGY,  Hymn #606 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
O God, we give you thanks, for in Jesus Christ, you journey with us in the wilderness. 
We lift before you now the barren places in our lives, and in the lives of others. 
We pray for all who dwell in the desert of illness and grief,  
for all who fast not by choice but because there is no food available,  
for those who live in the wilds of warfare and violence. 
By your Spirit, inspire us to tend one another, and lead us to the land of your grace. 

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.) 



THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                            p. 35 Hymnal 
  

*HYMN #436                       God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us                        Congregation 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
And all God’s children said:  Amen!                                                       (We omit the Alleluia in the season of Lent.) 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
*HYMN #166  vss. 3 & 4         Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days                       Congregation 

And through these days of penitence, and through this Passiontide,  
yes, evermore, in life and death, O Lord with us abide.  

Abide with us, till when this life of suffering shall be past, an Easter of unending joy we may attain at last.  
 
WELCOME! If you are visiting today, we extend a warm welcome in the name of Christ. We are                  
delighted you have chosen to join us. Please fill out a visitor’s card so that we can welcome you                   
personally. To learn more about us, please check our website and Facebook page. 
 
Today, March 1, is the last day to sign up for Dining With Friends. Please come join us on March 21st                      
for the fun of breaking bread with your church community in small groups of friends, old and new. 

 
Lent Devotional Booklets 
Copies of “The Sanctuary for Lent” are available on the table in the entryway. The               
booklet contains a Scripture reading, reflection and suggested practice for each day            
of the season. Pick one up to enhance your observance of this holy season. 
 
Lent Study begins today, Sunday, March 1! 

Observe the season of Lent by joining us in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. for a 6 week                     
study on “Entering the Passion of Jesus”. The class will feature brief videos by author and Jewish New                  
Testament scholar Amy-Jill Levine, and will be facilitated by Steven Brown and Meg. 
 
Women of the Church will meet at the Grill (near the movie theater) for lunch 
on Wednesday, March 4 at 11:30 a.m. Brooke Manning-Hinds is our host. 
 
 

Continue Praying For:  

Andrea Thompson 
Bill Corry 
Bill and Verley Dotson 
Bruce Porter 
Carol McGahee 
David Blough 
Harriet Tolbert Bains 

Isabel Jackson 
Jana Chillemi 
Johnnie Satterfield 
Katie Lawrence 
Kenneth Pressley 
Kirsty Edwards 
Family of Lilliana Walker 

Lori Howerton 
Marcus Pinson 
Michelle Cobb 
Randy Quintrell 
Harrison Marcus 
Veterans & MIlitary Members 

Let us remember our church members and friends:  As we offer intentional prayer, let us pray for: 

Chris & Violeta Penna 
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