
  First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro 
March 8, 2020 Second Sunday in Lent 

Music Director: Jean Gómez;  Elder of the Month: Meg Marshall 
Pastor: Rev. Meg Jackson Clark  

 ➢  Large print hymnals and audio devices are available at the rear of the church.  
*All are invited to stand. 

*GREETING ONE ANOTHER  
RINGING OF THE BELL (Please be seated.)  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           Meg Marshall 
  

PRELUDE                                                                                                                          Jean Gomez  
  

*INTROIT  #166 vss. 1 & 3         Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days                     Congregation 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
For God so loved the world, 
that we are given new life, a new birth, a new beginning. 
For God so loved the world, 
that we are given the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us. 
For God so loved the world, 
that we are given the gift of the Son, a gift of grace and love. 
God so loved the world. 
So let us worship our loving God. 
 

*HYMN #366                                   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                  Congregation 
 
LIGHTING OF THE LENT CANDLES                                                                          Jan and Alex Brazier 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of the loving heart,  
we confess before you those places in our hearts where we have refused you entrance:  
people we have refused to love; habits we never got around to changing;  
good things we have left undone; and ways in which we hurt you, ourselves and others.  
Come to us in the light of Christ.  
Shine on those places we have hidden from you.  
Show us new ways to live.  
Sweep clean the rooms of our hearts,  
that Christ may find a home among us now and forever, we pray. 

 (Silent Confession) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Hear the good news: God So loved the world that he gave his only Son,  
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 
* PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
“The peace of Christ be with you.”  
“And also with you.”  

 

* GLORIA PATRI, Hymn  #581 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD    
Prayer for Illumination                               Meg Marshall 
Scripture                                                       Numbers 21:4-9                                         Pew Bible Page 139 

ANTHEM                                             God So Loved the World                                                      Choir 
 

Scripture                                                          John 3:1-17                                               Pew Bible Page 93 
 

Sermon                                                           “At Night”   
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                   from I John 4  
God is love. God’s love was revealed to us in this way:  
God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him.  
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  
There is no fear in love, for perfect love casts out fear;  
for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 
 We love because God first loved us.   
 

* HYMN #833                                 O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go                            Congregation 
 
OFFERING  
Invitation to Give  
OFFERTORY                                                                                                                              Jean Gomez  
*DOXOLOGY,  Hymn #606 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Our God of infinite love and compassion, we bless and praise you.  
When we stray, you patiently await our return. When we return, you welcome us.  
When you welcome us, you forgive our sins and heal us to wholeness.  
We pray now for all in need of healing and wholeness. 

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.) 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                              p. 35 Hymnal 
  

*HYMN #826                                               Lift High the Cross                                          Congregation 
  

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
And all God’s children said:  Amen!                                                      (We omit the Alleluia in the season of Lent.) 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
*HYMN #826 Refrain only                         Lift High the Cross                                          Congregation 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
 
 



WELCOME! If you are visiting today, we extend a warm welcome in the name of Christ. We are                  
delighted you have chosen to join us. Please fill out a visitor’s card so that we can welcome you                   
personally. To learn more about us, please check our website and Facebook page. 

 
Lent Devotional Booklets 
Copies of “The Sanctuary for Lent” are available on the table in the entryway. The               
booklet contains a Scripture reading, reflection and suggested practice for each day of             
the season. Pick one up to enhance your observance of this holy season. 
 
Lent Study Continues! 
Observe the season of Lent by joining us in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday at 9:45                

a.m. for a 6 week study on “Entering the Passion of Jesus”. The class will feature brief videos by author                    
and Jewish New Testament scholar Amy-Jill Levine, and will be facilitated by Steven Brown and Meg. 
 
SAVE THE DATE for our Bicentennial Celebration! 
We will be celebrating 200 years of ministry in Greensboro the weekend of May 16 and 17! Saturday’s 
activities will include an Open House and a celebratory dinner. On Sunday we will celebrate our 
Presbyterian Scottish heritage with the Kirkin ‘o the Tartans, complete with bagpipes and drums. 
 

 
 

Continue Praying For:  

Andrea Thompson 
Bill Corry 
Bill and Verley Dotson 
Bruce Porter 
Carol McGahee 
David Blough 
Harriet Tolbert Bains 

Isabel Jackson 
Jana Chillemi 
Johnnie Satterfield 
Katie Lawrence 
Kenneth Pressley 
Kirsty Edwards 
Family of Lilliana Walker 

Lori Howerton 
Marcus Pinson 
John Vallely 
Randy Quintrell 
Harrison Marcus 
Veterans & Military Members 

Let us remember our church members and friends:  As we offer intentional prayer, let us pray for: 

Bonnie Pinson 
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