
  First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro 
April 5, 2020 Palm Sunday 

Music Director: Jean Gómez;  Elder of the Month: Meg Marshall 
Pastor: Rev. Meg Jackson Clark  

  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                         Meg Marshall 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Children of God, Rejoice! Sing out in celebration, God's people! 
Your King is coming to you, humble, riding on a donkey, on a donkey's foal. 
Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes in the Lord's name. 
Glory to God! Hosanna! 
 
LIGHTING OF THE LENT CANDLES   
We light the Christ candle to remind us that we journey with Christ in this season. 
As we light the purple candles, we recall our Scriptures for each week of Lent. 
First candle: Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness.  
Second candle: For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.  
Third candle: Jesus said “The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 
Fourth candle: Jesus said “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
Fifth candle: Jesus said:  “I am the resurrection and the life.”  
Sixth candle: When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowds shouted:  
Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  
MUSICAL INTERLUDE                                                   The Palms                                    Jean Baptiste Faure, composer 

O'er all the way green palms and blossoms gay 
Are strewn this day in festive preparation, 

Where Jesus comes, to wipe our tears away, 
E'en now the throng to welcome Him prepare. 

Join all and sing His name declare, 
Let ev'ry voice resound with acclamation, 

Hosanna! Praised be the Lord! 
Bless Him, who cometh to bring us salvation! 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
O God, we are like the people of Jerusalem so long ago.  
We are hungry for a hero. We crave some glimpse of greatness.  
We are gathered here like those who watched the parade in Jerusalem,  
craning our necks to catch a glimpse of our Messiah.  
Forgive our disappointment when our hero turns toward the cross, rather than rescuing us in the ways we imagine. 
Surprise us with his saving grace, and give us courage to follow him. Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
Hear the good news: The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance,  
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good.  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 



 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD    
Prayer of Illumination                                                                                                                                 Meg Marshall  
First Reading                                                            Psalm 118:1-2; 19-29  

 
Gospel Lesson                                                             Matthew 21:1-11  
 

Sermon                                                                 “Entering into Turmoil”  
OFFERING  
You are invited to offer yourself and your resources in gratitude to God.  
(You may mail in your monetary contributions to First Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 26, Greensboro, GA 30642.) 
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Surprising God, you come into our lives in ways we do not expect.  
We ask for success; you teach us acceptance. We ask to be loved; you ask us to love.  
We ask for ease; you challenge us. We ask for a triumphant Messiah, you come as one obedient to death.  
We glorify the winner; you glorify the loser who died on a criminal’s cross.  
Walk among us, surprising God of peace. Sanctify our joys and our sorrows which we offer now to you... 
We make our prayer in the name of Jesus, using the words that he taught us... 

  
THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 
BENEDICTION 
Remember that Jesus Christ enters into our turmoil and leads us through it.  
May the peace that passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  
and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, and the blessing of God almighty, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer  
remain with you always. Amen. 
 

 
 

Thank You! 
We owe a debt of gratitude to our videographer and director Spencer Hinds for producing our online worship service 
during these weeks when we are unable to worship in person. Thank you Spencer for your creativity, and hours of labor! 
 
Coming Up: 
Thursday, April 9, 6 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship - we hope to offer an online option - stay tuned. 
Friday, April 10, 12:00 p.m. Good Friday - Join in prayer as a church family 
Sunday, April 12 Easter - sunrise service is cancelled - online worship available at 11 a.m. 
 

Continue Praying For:  

Andrea Thompson 
Andrew Langert 
Bill Corry 
Bill and Verley Dotson 
Bruce Porter 
Carol McGahee 
Carrie Human 
Chris Penna 
David Blough 
 

Harriet Tolbert Bains 
Harrison Marcus 
 Jan Tolbert 
Jana Chillemi 
Jane Satterfield 
John Vallely 
Johnnie Satterfield 
Katie Lawrence 
Kenneth Pressley 

 Kirsty Edwards 
Family of Liliana Walker 
Lori Howerton 
Marcus Pinson 
Randy Quintrell 
Sam Marshall 
Nation & World Leaders 
Veterans & Military Members 

Let us remember our church members and friends:  As we offer intentional prayer, let us pray for: 

Jane & Johnnie Satterfield 


