
  
 
   First   Presbyterian   Church   of   Greensboro  

December   20,   2020   Fourth   Sunday   of   Advent  
Music   Director:   Sean   Butler;    Elder   Assisting:   Brooke   Manning-Hinds  

Pastor:   Rev.   Meg   Jackson   Clark  
 
 
 

 
RINGING   OF   THE   BELL  
PRELUDE                   Of   the   Father’s   Love   Begotten      
Sean   Butler  
WELCOME   AND   ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                  Brooke  
Manning-Hinds  
 
*CALL   TO   WORSHIP   
O   God,   whose   Name   is   wonderful,  
We   will   sing   of   your   love   forever,   and   declare   your   faithfulness   to   all   generations.  
The   universe   is   yours,   and   so   is   the   earth.   You   established   them   and   all   that   they   contain.   
Your   judgment   seat   is   built   on   righteousness   and   justice.   Love   and   fidelity   stand   in   your   presence.   
Happy   are   those   who   know   how   to   praise   you,   who   walk   in   the   light   of   your   presence.  
Hallelujah!   Amen!  
 
LIGHTING   OF   THE   CANDLE   OF   LOVE Pam   and   Steve   Stewart   
  
*HYMN         Awake!   Awake,   and   Greet   the   New   Morn         (Please   speak   the   words   as   the   music   is   played.)   
Awake!   Awake,   and   greet   the   new   morn,   for   angels   herald   its   dawning.   
Sing   out   your   joy,   for   soon   he   is   born,   behold!   The   Child   of   our   longing.   
Come   as   a   baby   weak   and   poor,   to   bring   all   hearts   together,   
he   opens   wide   the   heavenly   door   and   lives   now    inside   us   forever.   
In   darkest   night,his   coming   shall   be,   when   all   the   world   is   despairing,   
as   morning   light   so   quiet   and   free,   so   warm   and   gentle   and   caring.   
Then   shall   the   mute   break   forth   in   song,   the   lame   shall   leap   in   wonder,   
the   weak   be   raised   above   the   strong,   and   weapons   be   broken   asunder.  
Rejoice,   rejoice,   take   heart   in   the   night.   
Though   dark   the   winter   and   cheerless,   the   rising   sun   shall   crown   you   with   light,   be   strong   and   loving   and   fearless.  
Love   be   our   song,   and   love   our   prayer   and   love   our   endless   story;   
may   God   fill   every   day   we   share   and   bring   us   at   last   into   glory.  
  
PRAYER   OF   CONFESSION   
Almighty   God,   Light   of   the   World,   you   cause   light   to   shine   out   of   darkness   in   the   advent   of   Jesus   our   Christ.  
We   confess   that   we   do   not   always   see   your   light,   nor   follow   where   it   leads.   
We   often   are   reluctant   to   see   your   light   in   the   face   of   others,   and   sometimes   allow   the   darkness   to   overwhelm   us.   
Help   us   to   seek   your   light   and   walk   as   children   of   the   light.  

(Silent   Confession)  
ASSURANCE   OF   GRACE  
Arise,   shine;   our   light   awaits!  
Jesus   Christ   is   our   everlasting   light!   We   walk   in   the   light   of   God’s   grace!   Alleluia!   Amen!  
 
PASSING   OF   THE   PEACE        Please   stay   in   your   pew,   turn   to   those   around   you   and   say   “The   Peace   of   Christ   be   with   you.”  
 
PROCLAMATION   OF   THE   WORD     
Prayer   of   Illumination  Brooke  
Manning-Hinds                 Scripture                                                                     Isaiah   60:1-3;   19-20   

 



Anthem                                        Love   Has   Come    
 

Scripture                       John   1:1-9  
 

Sermon                                       Light   of   Love         
 
*AFFIRMATION   OF   FAITH                  1   John   4:7-12  
Beloved,   let   us   love   one   another,   because   love   is   from   God;   
everyone   who   loves   is   born   of   God   and   knows   God.    Whoever   does   not   love   does   not   know   God,   for   God   is   love.  
God’s   love   was   revealed   among   us   in   this   way:   
God   sent   his   only   Son   into   the   world   so   that   we   might   live   through   him.   
In   this   is   love,   not   that   we   loved   God   but   that   he   loved   us   and   sent   his   Son   to   be   the   atoning   sacrifice   for   our   sins.  
Beloved,   since   God   loved   us   so   much,   we   also   ought   to   love   one   another.   
No   one   has   ever   seen   God;   if   we   love   one   another,   God   lives   in   us,   and   his   love   is   perfected   in   us.  
 
PRAYERS   OF   THE   PEOPLE   
O   Christ,   our   Light,   we   need   your   love   today   to   shine   in   the   dark   corners   of   our   world,   
wherever   there   is   hatred   and   violence,   injustice   and   poverty,   illness   and   grief,   loneliness   and   despair.   
Come   to   us   and   shine   in   our   lives,   that   we   may   more   perfectly   love   you   and   reflect   your   love   on   earth.  

(A   moment   of   silence   while   we   each   call   to   mind   the   names   of   those   for   whom   we   pray.)   
LORD’S   PRAYER  
 
OFFERING   
You   are   invited   to   offer   yourself   and   your   resources   in   gratitude   to   God.    (Those   attending   in   person   may   place   your   offering   and  
pledge   card   in   the   plate   on   the   table   as   you   leave.   You   may   also   mail   your   monetary   contributions   and   anonymous   pledges   to   First  
Presbyterian   Church,   P.O.   Box   26,   Greensboro,   GA   30642   or   donate   online   at    www.fpog.org    using   the   “Give   Here”   tab.)  
 
*DOXOLOGY    (Please   speak   the   words   as   the   music   is   played.)   
Praise   God   from   whom   all   blessings   flow,   praise   Him   all   creatures   here   below,   praise   Him   above   ye   heavenly   hosts,   
praise   Father,   Son,   and   Holy   Ghost.     Amen.  
*Prayer   of   Dedication  
 
*BENEDICTION  
And   all   God’s   children   said... Alleluia!   Amen!  
*POSTLUDE                                                  Sean   Butler  
 
*The   congregation   is   invited   to   stand.  
At   the   close   of   the   service,   please   dismiss   from   the   back   to   the   front,   and   exit   out   the   front   door.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   

Thank   you    to   all   who   submitted   an   anonymous   pledge   for   2021.   If   you   have   not   submitted   yours,   you   may   place   it   in   the   offering   plate,  
or   mail   it   to   the   church.If   you   did   not   receive   a   pledge   card   and   would   like   one,   please   contact   Chuck   Thorp   at    csthorpjr@gmail.com .   
 
Christmas   Eve   Worship    is   planned   for   6   p.m.   in   person   and   online.  
 

PRAYER   CONCERNS  
Continue   Praying   For:       

Let   us   remember   our   church   members   and   friends :       As   we   offer   intentional   prayer,   let   us   pray   for:     

Adele   Montgomery  
Amy   Rardin  
Beth   Lewis  
Bill   Corry  
Brooke   Manning-Hinds  
Bruce   Porter  
Cheri   Moore  

David   Blough  
John   Hopkins  
Johnnie   Satterfield  
Lori   Howerton  
Marcus   Pinson  
Marie   Kent   Rainey  
Mike   Webb  

Sam   Marshall  
Susie   Pressley  
Tim   Brown  
Zack   Brown  
Our   Elders-Elect  
Nation   &   World   Leaders  
Veterans   &   Military   Members  

http://www.fpog.org/
mailto:csthorpjr@gmail.com


Meg,   Sam   &   Andrew   Marshall  


