
  
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro 

December 24, 2020 Christmas Eve 
Guest Musician: Joan Stevens;  Elder Assisting: Brooke Manning-Hinds 

Pastor: Rev. Meg Jackson Clark  
 

 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
WELCOME            Brooke Manning-Hinds 
PRELUDE     O Come, O Come Emmanuel        Meg Jackson Clark, violin 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE           Andrew & Judy Boswell 
 
CHRISTMAS PRAYER   
Eternal God, Ruler of all worlds and Shepherd of the stars,  
your glory is revealed in vastness and in power, yet your greatest name is Love.  
This is the time we remember your gentleness, hidden in a mother’s hope.  
This is the time we believe again that love is stronger than fear,  
that peace is stronger than hate, that darkness will never conquer the light.  
In this season of God-with-us, we offer our gift of worship  
and we make bold to believe that we are graced with your presence,  
for we are gathered in the name of love. Amen.  

   
*HYMN                 Angels from the Realms of Glory     (Please speak the words as the music is played.) 
Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;  
you, who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth:  
come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 
Shepherds in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night,  
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light:  
come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 
  
 
THE CHRISTMAS STORY -  In Parable, Scripture, and Song 
   
A Parable        God’s Daring Plan  by Barbara Brown Taylor 

 
Scripture                                                                       Luke 2:1-7           Brooke Manning-Hinds 

 

A Parable, Part 2          
 
Song        Hark, the Herald Angels Sing             Women’s Trio  
 



Scripture                    Luke 2:15-20            Brooke Manning-Hinds 
 
Song      The First Noel          Meg Jackson Clark, violin 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
Gracious God, we pray this day for all who come with us to Bethlehem.  
We pray for those who are poor and cold and hungry like the shepherds, that they may hear good news.  
We pray for those who are wandering and searching like the magi,  
that they may find the place to leave their gifts and their burdens.  
We pray for those who are busy or preoccupied like the innkeeper,  
that they may know the peace that comes from a genuine act of hospitality.  
We pray for those like Herod who have power, that they may use it with good will.  
We pray for ourselves - we who each need comfort and peace in this starlit season and all the days of our lives. 

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.)  
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
ANTHEM  Christmas Every Day Joan Stevens 
 
OFFERING  
In gratitude for God’s incredible gift of Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves and our resources. (Those attending in person may 
place your offering in the plate on the table as you leave. You may also mail your monetary contributions and anonymous pledges to First 
Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 26, Greensboro, GA 30642 or donate online at www.fpog.org using the “Give Here” tab.) 
 
*HYMN           In the Bleak Midwinter      (Please speak the words as the music is played.) 
What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; yet what I can, I give him: I can give my heart. 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
Please light your candles with the matches placed in each pew. When directed by an usher, you may process out of your pew, and out 
the front door, where we will sing softly with masks on. 
 
HYMN         Silent Night   

(While in the sanctuary, you are invited to hum the tune. Once outside, we will sing.) 
 
*BENEDICTION 
And all God’s children said...Alleluia! Amen! 

   
*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 
At the close of the service, please dismiss from the back to the front, and exit out the front door. 

 
Many thanks to our guest musician, Rev. Joan Stevens, for sharing the gift of her composition and her voice with us this 
evening. Joan wrote “Christmas Every Day” after participating in Babbie Mason’s songwriting workshop. It was selected to 
air this month on Babbie Mason radio. Joan's song can be found on Amazon and other media platforms as well as on 
Youtube.  Joan and her husband Alex were a part of the Greensboro First Presbyterian family during 2017, when Alex 
served as Interim Pastor. 
 
Thanks to our Parable Players: Alex Stevens (God), Meg Marshall (Human), Joan Stevens (Sr. Archangel),  

Warren Ludlam (Archangel 2), and Steven Brown (Shepherd),  
and to our Women’s Trio - Meg Marshall, Brooke Manning-Hinds, and Meg Jackson Clark. 
 
Please consider giving to the Christmas Joy offering, an annual offering of the Presbyterian Church (USA), which supports 
current and retired church workers with critical needs and  Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color. We will receive these gifts through January 15. Please mark your check “Christmas Joy Offering”. 

http://www.fpog.org/

