
  
 

  First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro 
December 27, 2020 First Sunday of Christmas 

Guest Pianist: Lingyi Kuo;  Elder Assisting: Brooke Manning-Hinds 
Pastor: Rev. Meg Jackson Clark 

 
 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
PRELUDE              Once in Royal David’s City                                   Lingyi Kuo 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                               Brooke Manning-Hinds 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   
Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among all God favors! 
God comes to comfort and redeem God’s people. 
Word of the infant born in Bethlehem is our good news. Christ is born! 
The prophets’ hopes are made flesh and our longings are made human. 
In Christ, we see the salvation of our God. 
Rejoice and be glad, for Christ is born today! 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLES   
  
*HYMN       Mary and Joseph Came to the Temple     (Please speak the words as the music is played.) 
Mary and Joseph came to the temple, brought the boy Jesus, offered him there.  
People were waiting wanting to greet him; long had they sought him, solace for care.  
Anna had prayed there, widowed, long waiting, worshipping God by day and by night.  
Now she is praising, filled with elation: here is God’s promise, Christ is her light.  
Simeon sings now: God proffers blessing, brilliantly gilding dawn of his day.  
Light in the darkness, never extinguished, Light of all nations, light up our way. 
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Redeeming God, we confess that we are slow to make room in our lives for the Christ child.  
Your stars are shining, and the angels’ songs are praising.  
Yet we find it hard to hear the message of peace and goodwill, to sing “Glory” with the angels,  
to leave our sheep on the hillside, and come with haste to find your incarnation.  
Redeeming God, forgive our unbelief, forgive our lack of wonder,  
forgive our joylessness over the birth in our midst.  
Open us to your miracle; help us to see you in the Christ child, and to find consolation.  
Enable us respond with joyful hearts, glorifying and praising God for all we have heard and seen. 

(Silent Confession) 
ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
Behold, we have good news of great joy! 
To us is born a Savior, Christ the Lord, who forgives all our sin! Thanks be to God! 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE    Please stay in your pew, turn to those around you and say “The Peace of Christ be with you.” 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD    
Prayer of Illumination Brooke Manning-Hinds 
Scripture                                                                   Isaiah 62:1-3  

 

Anthem                                                                                               Lingyi Kuo  
  

Scripture                  Luke 2:22-38 
 

Sermon                         Unwrapping Christmas      



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH               Colossians 1:15-20 
Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;  
in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible.  
All things have been created through him and for him.  
He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  
He is head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn of the dead,  
so that he might come to have first place in everything. 
 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
Eternal God, who can make all things new, we bring before you the record of our lives in the year soon ending.  
We give you thanks for the goodness and love we have experienced this year,  
and for accompanying us through times of pain and loneliness and illness.  
We pray that you would continue to make your presence known to all in need.  
Empower us to walk beside them, and to share your goodness and love with others.  
In the year to come, we pray that you would guide us by your truth, fill us with your love,  
and lead us forward in your all-conquering hope. 

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.)  
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
OFFERING  
You are invited to offer yourself and your resources in gratitude to God. (Those attending in person may place your offering in the 
plate on the table as you leave. You may also mail your monetary contributions and anonymous pledges to First Presbyterian Church, 
P.O. Box 26, Greensboro, GA 30642 or donate online at www.fpog.org using the “Give Here” tab.) 
 
*DOXOLOGY  (Please speak the words as the music is played.) 
Praise God whose dawn transfigures night, whose Daystar shines for us on high,  
whose Spirit brings into our sight the hope which to our world draws nigh. Amen. 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*BENEDICTION 
And all God’s children said...Alleluia! Amen! 
*POSTLUDE   Angels We Have Heard on High                                          Lingyi Kuo 
 
*The congregation is invited to stand. 
At the close of the service, please dismiss from the back to the front, and exit out the front door. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Sunday, January 10 Ordination & Installation of Elders during 11 a.m. worship. 
Sunday, January 24 Congregational Meeting following 11 a.m. worship for the purpose of hearing annual reports from the 
Session and the Treasurer, presenting the 2021 budget, and voting on changes in the terms of call of the pastor. 
 
Please consider giving to the Christmas Joy offering, an annual offering of the Presbyterian Church (USA), which supports 
current and retired church workers with critical needs and Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities 
of color. We will receive these gifts through January 15. Please mark your check “Christmas Joy Offering”. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS    

Each week we pray for one of our church’s families. This week we offer prayers for Adele & Richard Montgomery. 

Bill Corry 
Brooke Manning-Hinds 
Bruce Porter 
Cheri Moore 
David Blough 

Johnnie Satterfield 
Lanie Whitt 
Lori Howerton 
Marcus Pinson 
Marie Kent Rainey 

Sam Marshall 
Susie Pressley 
Tim Brown 
Nation & World Leaders 
Veterans & Military Members 

http://www.fpog.org/

