
  
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro 

January 24, 2021 Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Music Director: Sean Butler;  Elder Assisting: Meg Marshall 

Pastor: Rev. Meg Jackson Clark  
 
RINGING OF THE BELL  
PRELUDE            God is Calling Through the Whisper                                           Sean Butler 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                            Meg Marshall 

  
*OPENING PRAYER 
Holy One, God of all Creation, you call us to be your people, to carry your vision in this time and place, 
to go where you send us to share your amazing good news. 
As we gather in the presence of the risen Christ to spread the news that your realm is near, 
fill us with your Holy Spirit, O God of all Creation. 
Fill us with your glorious Spirit, that we may share your good news with a world in need.  
Amen. 
 
*HYMN                                Jesus Calls Us   (Please speak the words as the music is played.) 
Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s wild restless sea;  
day by day his sweet voice soundeth saying “Christian, follow me.”  
Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world’s golden store,  
from each idol that would keep us, saying “Christian, love me more.” 
In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease,  
still he calls, in cares and pleasures, “Christian, love me more than these.”  
Jesus calls us: by thy mercies, Savior, may we hear thy call,  
give our hearts to thy obedience, serve and love thee best of all.   
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
O Lord, forgive us when we fail to respond to your call with faith. 
Through your Spirit, assure us of your acceptance. 
Forgive us when we are shackled by our narrow understandings of discipleship 
and our clouded sense of purpose. 
Through your Spirit, draw us into the illumination of your empowering love. 
Forgive us when we are frightened of the future or pull back from the demands of your calling. 
Forgive us when we fail to sense your presence in our past, 
to acknowledge your grace in the present moment, and to trust you with our future. 
Through your Spirit we offer ourselves in discipleship, seeking renewed and renewing faith. 
Touch us now with your Spirit, we pray. 

(Silent Confession) 
ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun.  
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
Amen! 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE    Please stay in your pew, turn to those around you and say “The Peace of Christ be with you.” 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD    
Prayer of Illumination               Meg Marshall 
Scripture                                                                Jonah 3:1-10  
  

Anthem                      I Danced in the Morning                  Sean Butler  
 
Scripture                Mark 1:14-20 



Sermon                               Letting Go   
      
*HYMN                             Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore  (Please speak the words as the music is played.) 
Lord, you have come to the lakeshore looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones;  
you only asked me to follow humbly.  
You need my hands, full of caring, through my labors to give others rest and constant love that keeps on loving.  
O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me, and while smiling have spoken my name,  
now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me. By your side I will seek other seas. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
O Christ, wanderer of seashores and sidewalks, you call us, 
inviting us to sail out of our snug harbors into the uncharted waters of faith, 
to wander off from our predictable paths to follow you into the unpredictable footsteps of the kingdom; 
to leave the comfort of our homes and accompany you into the uncomfortable neighborhoods we usually avoid. 
As we wait, in our simple, sometimes crazy, constantly uncertain lives, speak to us, Spirit of Grace: 
of that hope which is our anchor; of that peace which is our rock; of that grace which is our refuge. 

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.)  
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
OFFERING  
You are invited to offer yourself and your resources in gratitude to God. (Those attending in person may place your offering in the 
plate on the table as you leave. You may also mail your monetary contributions to First Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 26, Greensboro, 
GA 30642 or donate online at www.fpog.org using the “Give Here” tab.) 
 

*DOXOLOGY  (Please speak the words as the music is played.) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below, praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*BENEDICTION 
And all God’s children said...Alleluia! Amen! 
*POSTLUDE                    Just As I Am Sean Butler 
 
*The congregation is invited to stand. 
At the close of the service, please dismiss from the back to the front, and exit out the front door. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Sunday, January 24 Congregational Meeting following 11 a.m. worship for the purpose of hearing annual reports from the 
Session and the Treasurer, presenting the 2021 budget, and voting on changes in the terms of call of the pastor. Check 
your email for the Zoom link to join us from home. 

 
February 7, 2021 we will be collecting soup and other canned food for the 
Greene County Food Pantry.  We want to make it easy for you to contribute: 
You may send a check made out to the Greene County Food Pantry to the church. 
You may bring your items to worship on February 7th. 
You may Drive-By in the church parking lot from 12:30-1:30 following worship on the 7th. 
We will be happy to accept your items with no contact. 

          Thank you for your generosity! 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS    

Each week we pray for one of our church’s families. This week we offer prayers for Kenneth & Susie Pressley 

Bill Corry 
Brooke Manning-Hinds 
Bruce Porter 
Family of Buster Edwards 
David Blough 
Family of Grady Smith 

Johnnie Satterfield 
Family of Lori Howerton 
Marcus Pinson 
Marie Kent Rainey 
Rebecca Vadnais 

Family of Richard Montgomery 
Sam Marshall 
Susie Pressley 
Nation & World Leaders 
Veterans & Military Members 

http://www.fpog.org/

