
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro
March 7, 2021 Third Sunday in Lent

Music Director: Sean Butler;  Elder Assisting: Verley Dotson
Pastor: Rev. Meg Jackson Clark

RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE Lord, How Long Wilt Thou be Angry, Henry Purcell Sean Butler

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Verley Dotson

LIGHTING OF THE LENT CANDLE Cheri & Jimmy Moore

*CALL TO WORSHIP
The heavens are telling the glory of God
May our worship reflect God’s glory.
The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.
May we see each other as the handiwork of God.
Let our words and worship, and the meditations of our hearts, be acceptable to you,
O God, our rock and our redeemer!

*HYMN Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (Please speak the words as the music is played.)
Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the head and cornerstone, chosen of the Lord and precious,
binding all the church in one; holy Zion’s help forever, and our confidence alone.
To this temple, where we call you, come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; come, with all your lovingkindness;
hear your people as we pray, and your fullest benediction shed within these walls today.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of justice and righteousness,
Deliver us from complacency about our lives and the world in which we live.
Drive out from us careless sin, and make us sensitive to all that is sacred.
Shock us with awareness of the ways we violate your Word.
May our standard be your Spirit, and not the ways of this world.

(Silent Confession)
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
God shows steadfast love and blesses to the thousandth generation those who walk in God’s ways.
In love, God sent Jesus to bless and redeem God’s people.
God forgives us our sins and restores us to new life.
We rejoice in God’s mercy.

PASSING OF THE PEACE Please stay in your pew, turn to those around you and say “The Peace of Christ be with you.”

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Prayer of Illumination Verley Dotson
Scripture Exodus 20:1-6

Anthem As A Chalice Cast of Gold Steven Brown & Sean Butler

Scripture John 2:13-22

Sermon Zealous



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from “A Brief Statement of Faith”
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

THE COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Invitation
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Prayer
Sharing the Elements
After partaking of the Bread, you are invited to hum along to “Let Us Break Bread Together”.
After partaking of the Cup, you are invited to hum along to “Jesus, Remember Me”.
Prayer after Communion

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Holy God, in Jesus Christ you have built for us an eternal house, a temple of righteousness,
a place of gracious plenty for the hungry and abundant life for the poor in spirit.
We pray now for all who are hungry for food or for love, and for all who long to experience your healing grace.
Fill us with zeal for the body of Christ, and guide us in your ministry.
We pray for all who feel excluded from your church,
and ask that through us they might experience your gracious welcome.
Overturn the tables of corruption and greed and upset the imbalance of injustice in our world and our lives,
that all may know your abundant grace.

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.)
LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING
You are invited to offer yourself and your resources in gratitude to God. (Those attending in person may place your offering in the
plate on the table as you leave. You may also mail your monetary contributions to First Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 26, Greensboro,
GA 30642 or donate online at www.fpog.org using the “Give Here” tab.)

*DOXOLOGY (Please speak the words as the music is played.)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below, praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

*BENEDICTION
And all God’s children said...Alleluia! Amen!
*POSTLUDE How Lovely, Lord Sean Butler

*The congregation is invited to stand.

At the close of the service, please dismiss from the back to the front, and exit out the front door.

http://www.fpog.org


ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lent Study: Entering the Passion of Jesus, facilitated by Jan Brazier and Verley Dotson.
9:45 a.m. each Sunday, in person in the Fellowship Hall and on Zoom.
Contact Chuck Thorp at csthorpjr@gmail.com for the Zoom link.

Sunday, March 14 Rev. John Lamsma will be our guest preacher.

Tuesday, March 16 Session Meeting Please contact an elder if you have ideas or concerns for our consideration.

MEALS ON MAIN outreach is in the works to begin on the first Saturday of every month starting on April 3. Looking for
volunteers to make casseroles to feed those in need. Pan and recipe will be provided. May assemble at home or as a group
project at Beth Lewis’ Farm.
Call Beth Lewis 706-347-0856 or Patty Aldrin 616-560-7210 with questions or to volunteer.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Bill Corry
Bruce Aldrin
Chris Penna
David Blough
Fran Blough
Gabrielle Keen

Jack Carter
Johnnie Satterfield
Marcus Pinson
Marie Kent Rainey
Olivia Rojeski
Patty Aldrin

Rachel Vadnais
Family of Richard Montgomery
Sam Marshall
Susie Pressley
Nation & World Leaders
Veterans & Military Members

Each week we pray for one of our church’s families. This week we offer prayers for Lee Sweetapple

mailto:csthorpjr@gmail.com

