
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro
April 18, 2021 Third Sunday of Easter

Music Director: Sean Butler;  Elder Assisting: Barbara Allen
Pastor: Meg Jackson Clark

RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE Sean Butler
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Barbara Allen

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Praise God! Give thanks to God’s holy name!
Weeping may linger for a night but joy comes in the morning.
You turn our weeping to dancing, God, you remove the garments of mourning and clothe us in gladness.
May we praise you and not be silent! We will give thanks to you, O God, forever!

*HYMN That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright (Please speak the words as the music is played.)
That Easter day with joy was bright; the sun shone out with fairer light
when to their longing eyes restored, the apostles saw their risen Lord.
He bade them see his hands, his side, where yet the glorious wounds abide,
the tokens true which made it plain their Lord indeed was risen again.
From every weapon death can wield, your own redeemed forever shield;
O Lord of all, with us abide in this our joyful Eastertide.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of endless possibility, we confess that we do not always perceive the opportunities you place before us.
Caught up in our own hopes, plans, and dreams, which often disappoint us,
we are slow to see the open pathways you set before us.
Open our eyes, that we may accept the new life you offer us,
and thus show forth the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

(Silent Confession)
ASSURANCE OF GRACE (You are invited to hum along as the assurance is sung)
We are forgiven, we are forgiven, thanks be to God, thanks be to God.
We are forgiven, we are forgiven, thanks be to God, thanks be to God.

PASSING OF THE PEACE Please stay in your pew, turn to those around you and say “The Peace of Christ be with you.”

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Prayer of Illumination Barbara Allen
Scripture Psalm 30

Anthem Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain Sanctuary Choir

Scripture Luke 24:36-48

Sermon Can I Get a Witness?

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
This is the good news which we have received, in which we stand, and by which we are saved, if we hold it fast:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day,
and that he appeared first to the women, then to Peter, and to the Twelve, and then to many faithful witnesses.
We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.
Jesus Christ is the first and the last, the beginning and the end: he is our Lord and our God. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
O Lord, when we are blinded by anger, you pour out your love for all to see;
when we wonder what tomorrow will bring, you call us to trust in you;
when sadness fills our lives, you plant gladness in our hearts.
God of Easter: touch us with your grace.
You show us your hands, so we may reach out to mend the broken;
you show us your feet, so we may walk with those the world passes by;
you show us your face, so we may know what our sisters and brothers look like.
Risen Christ: touch us with your compassion.
You open our eyes, so we may see God's love; you open our minds, so we may welcome God's Word;
you open our lips, so we may be God's witnesses.
Spirit of Hope: touch us with your peace.

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.)
God in Community, Holy in One, open us to your presence, as we pray as Jesus has taught us, saying...
LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING
You are invited to offer yourself and your resources in gratitude to God. (Those attending in person may place your offering in the
plate on the table as you leave. You may also mail your monetary contributions to First Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 26, Greensboro,
GA 30642 or donate online at www.fpog.org using the “Give Here” tab.)

*DOXOLOGY (Please speak the words as the music is played.)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below, praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

*BENEDICTION
And all God’s children said...Alleluia! Amen!
*POSTLUDE Sean Butler
*The congregation is invited to stand.
At the close of the service, please dismiss from the back to the front, and exit out the front door.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Session meets on Tuesday, April 20 at 5:15 p.m. Please contact Meg or one of your elders if you have concerns or ideas
you would like us to consider.

Revelation Bible Study
On Sunday, April 25, we will begin a 9 week study of the mysterious book of Revelation in our Fellowship
Sunday School class. We will be guided by the book & DVD Breaking the Code, by Bruce Metzger. Even if you
have not attended the class in the past, you are invited to participate in what is sure to be a fascinating study.

One Great Hour of Sharing
We continue to receive donations to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering through the month of April This offering is used
to fill needs that arise after disaster in this country and abroad.  To contribute, please mark your check for One Great Hour.
Thank you for sharing!

MEALS ON MAIN will provide their next meal to any who need one on Saturday, May 1. For more information or to
volunteer, contact coordinators Patty Aldrin at 616-560-7210 or Beth Lewis at 706-347-0856.

National Day of Prayer is Thursday, May 6. A community prayer service is planned for
12 - 1 p.m. at Briarpatch Farm located at 725 Pea Ridge Rd, Eatonton, GA. Pastors from
Greene and Putnam County will be providing leadership.

www.fpog.org is our website, updated regularly with new photos by webmaster Chuck Thorp. Weekly sermon previews,
sermons, anthems and bulletins are also posted each week. Check it out!

http://www.fpog.org
http://www.fpog.org


PRAYER CONCERNS

Bill Corry
Bruce Aldrin
David Blough
Fran Blough
Gabrielle Keen
Harrison Marcus

Family of Jack Carter
Johnnie Satterfield
Liz Reed
Marcus Pinson
Marie Kent Rainey
Olivia Rojeski

Rachel Vadnais
Sam Marshall
Susie Pressley
Zack Brown
Nation & World Leaders
Veterans & Military Members

Each week we pray for one of our church’s families. This week we offer prayers for: Billy Wood


