
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro
May 2, 2021 Fifth Sunday of Easter

Music Director: Sean Butler;  Elder Assisting: Bill Brown
Pastor: Meg Jackson Clark

RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE Blest Be the Tie Sean Butler
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Bill Brown

*CALL TO WORSHIP
This is the day that the Lord has made!
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
The God who raised Jesus from the dead raises us to new life daily.
Thanks be to God who lifts us up.
Praise be to Christ who nourishes us.
Thanks be to the Spirit who makes us one.

*HYMN Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song (Please speak the words as the music is played.)
Like the murmur of the dove’s song, like the challenge of her flight,
like the vigor of the wind’s rush, like the new flame’s eager might: Come, Holy Spirit, come.
To the members of Christ’s body, to the branches of the Vine,
to the church in faith assembled, to our midst as gift and sign: Come, Holy Spirit, come.
With the healing of division, with the ceaseless voice of prayer,
with the power to love and witness, with the peace beyond compare: Come, Holy Spirit, come.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, our Vinedresser,
We confess our need for your care. We have relied too much on ourselves and not enough on you.
We have often failed to abide in Christ and we sometimes find it difficult to connect with one another.
Remove our sin from us, we pray, and prune all within us that keeps us from abiding in Christ, our vine.
Teach us to abide in you and with one another, that we may bear your fruit of love.

(Silent Confession)
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
Hear the good news: anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.
Thanks be to God! Amen!

PASSING OF THE PEACE Please stay in your pew, turn to those around you and say “The Peace of Christ be with you.”

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Prayer of Illumination
Scripture Isaiah 27:2-6 Bill Brown

Anthem Ho, All Who Thirst Sean Butler

Scripture John 15:1 - 8

Sermon Intertwined Vine



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from “A Brief Statement of Faith”
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the church.
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.
The Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.

THE COMMUNION OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Invitation
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Prayer
Sharing the Elements
After partaking of the Bread, you are invited to hum along to “Let Us Break Bread Together”.
After partaking of the Cup, you are invited to hum along to “Jesus, Remember Me”.
Prayer after Communion

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
O God, grant unto us the fullness of your promises.
Where we have been weak, grant us your strength; where we have been confused, grant us your guidance;
where we have been distraught, grant us your comfort; where we have been dead, grant us your life.
Apart from you, O Lord, we can do nothing; in and with you we can do all things.

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.)
LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING
You are invited to offer yourself and your resources in gratitude to God. (Those attending in person may place your offering in the
plate on the table as you leave. You may also mail your monetary contributions to First Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 26, Greensboro,
GA 30642 or donate online at www.fpog.org using the “Give Here” tab.)

*DOXOLOGY (Please speak the words as the music is played.)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below, praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

*BENEDICTION
And all God’s children said...Alleluia! Amen!
*POSTLUDE Where Charity and Love Prevail Sean Butler

*The congregation is invited to stand.
At the close of the service, please dismiss from the back to the front, and exit out the front door.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Bill Corry
Family of Bruce Aldrin
Connie Cholar
David Blough
Debbie Dominy
Fran Blough

Gabrielle Keen
Harrison Marcus
Johnnie Satterfield
Liz Reed
Marcus Pinson
Marie Kent Rainey

Olivia Rojeski
Patrick Lipscomb
Ronald Thurmond
Sam Marshall
Susie Pressley
Nation & World Leaders
Veterans & Military Members

As we approach National Day of Prayer, you are invited to offer prayer for: the people of America and our leaders.
If you have or know of a need for prayer, a meal, or a visit, please contact Pastor Meg or Elder Barbara Allen.

http://www.fpog.org


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Revelation Bible Study continues each week in the Fellowship Hall at 9:45 a.m. Our study is guided by the
book & DVD “Breaking the Code”, by Bruce Metzger.

National Day of Prayer is Thursday, May 6. A community prayer service is
planned for 12 - 1 p.m. at Briarpatch Farm located at 725 Pea Ridge Rd, Eatonton, GA.
Pastors from Greene and Putnam County will be providing leadership.

Presbyterian Heritage Sunday is May 23. We will celebrate the birth of the church at Pentecost as well as the
beginnings of Presbyterianism in Scotland. Worship will include bagpipes, drums and a ceremony known as “Kirkin of the
Tartans.” Wear your plaid or red. Following worship, we will enjoy lunch on the grounds.

Worship Note: In the coming weeks, we will gradually lift some of our COVID-19 restrictions as more of our folks become
fully vaccinated. Pew Bibles will return to the pews soon, and on May 23, we plan to sing a congregational hymn! At our
May meeting, the Session will discuss lifting other restrictions.


