
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro
May 16, 2021 Seventh Sunday of Easter

Music Director: Sean Butler;  Elder Assisting: Bill Brown
Pastor: Meg Jackson Clark; Guest Preacher: Glenn Doak

RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE Where Charity and Love Prevail Sean Butler
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Bill Brown

*CALL TO WORSHIP
We gather today, seeking the peace Christ gives.
We long for the breath of God’s Spirit to give us courage and renewal.
Come, Christ Jesus, be our guest.
Bless us through the power of your Spirit, and give us the courage to live as your disciples day by day. Amen.

*HYMN Called as Partners in Christ’s Service (Please speak the words as the music is played.)
Called as partners in Christ’s service, called to ministries of grace,
we respond with deep commitment fresh new lines of faith to trace.
May we learn the art of sharing, side by side and friend with friend,
equal partners in our caring to fulfill God’s chosen end.
Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring, Christ’s clear call to work and worth,
let us follow, never faltering, reconciling folk on earth.
Men and women, richer, poorer, all God’s people, young and old,
blending human skills together gracious gifts from God unfold.
So God grant us for tomorrow ways to order human life
that surround each person’s sorrow with a calm that conquers strife.
Make us partners in our living, our compassion to increase,
messengers of faith, thus giving hope and confidence and peace.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life, and crowned him Lord of all.
We confess the ways we have failed to acknowledge his rule in our lives.
Forgive us for more readily following the ways of this world than the way of Christ.
Raise us from sin, that we may be your faithful people,
keeping the commands of Jesus Christ, our Lord and the head of our church.

(Silent Confession)
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

PASSING OF THE PEACE Please stay in your pew, turn to those around you and say “The Peace of Christ be with you.”

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Prayer of Illumination
Scripture Psalm 1 Bill Brown

Anthem Together We Serve Sean Butler

Scripture Acts 1:15-17; 21-26



Sermon Revitalizing the Lo-Cal Congregation

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Holy Lord, from everlasting to everlasting, you are our God. To you we bring our praise and petitions.
We pray for your church universal and for this congregation,
that it may be an unfaltering witness, and a light in darkness.
We pray for peace in our world and our nation, and ask that you grant our leaders courage and wisdom.
We pray for those who suffer pain, grief, or trouble, that they may know the assurance of your presence.
We pray for ourselves that we might be empowered to serve you with joy. Hear our prayers, O Lord.

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.)
LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING
You are invited to offer yourself and your resources in gratitude to God. (Those attending in person may place your offering in the
plate on the table as you leave. You may also mail your monetary contributions to First Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 26, Greensboro,
GA 30642 or donate online at www.fpog.org using the “Give Here” tab.)

*DOXOLOGY (Please speak the words as the music is played.)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below, praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

*BENEDICTION
And all God’s children said...Alleluia! Amen!
*POSTLUDE How Happy Are the Saints of God Sean Butler

*The congregation is invited to stand.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our preacher today is Rev. Glenn Doak, an Honorably Retired member of the Presbytery of Northeast Georgia, and
currently involved with Clergy Care in the Presbytery. Glenn retired from First Presbyterian of Athens in 2016; he and his
wife now reside at Presbyterian Village.

May 23: Presbyterian Heritage Sunday Each year on the Sunday closest to the opening date of the first General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States (May 21, 1789), we celebrate our Presbyterian heritage. This
year Pentecost also falls on this date. Our festive worship service will celebrate the birth of the church at Pentecost as
well as the beginnings of Presbyterianism in Scotland. Scottish immigrants arriving in Georgia in 1735 brought their
Presbyterian faith with them, and by 1786 Presbyterianism made its way to Greene County. Worship on May 23 will
include bagpipes, drums and a ceremony known as “Kirkin of the Tartans.” Wear your plaid or red. Following worship,
we will enjoy lunch on the grounds. Sign-up sheets are in the narthex, or RSVP to fpcgreensboroga@gmail.com

May 25: Session meeting In addition to routine business, the elders will discuss whether and when to lift COVID-19
restrictions. If you have other concerns you would like the Session to address, please contact Meg or one of your elders.

Worship Note: In the coming weeks, we will gradually lift some of our COVID-19 restrictions as more of our folks become
fully vaccinated. On May 23, we plan to sing a congregational hymn as well as hear our choir unmasked!

http://www.fpog.org
mailto:fpcgreensboroga@gmail.com


PRAYER CONCERNS

Bill Cooper
Bill Corry
Connie Cholar
David Blough
Debbie Dominy
Fran Blough

Gabrielle Keen
Harrison Marcus
Johnnie Satterfield
Liz Reed
Marcus Pinson
Marie Kent Rainey

Olivia Rojeski
Patrick Lipscomb
Ronald Thurmond
Sam Marshall
Susie Pressley
Nation & World Leaders
Veterans & Military Members

Each week we pray for one of our church’s families. This week we offer prayers for: Barbara & Bill Allen

If you have or know of a need for prayer, a meal, or a visit, please contact Pastor Meg or Elder Barbara Allen.


