
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro
May 9, 2021 Fifth Sunday of Easter

Music Director: Sean Butler; Elder Assisting: Bill Brown
Pastor: Meg Jackson Clark

RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE What a Friend We Have in Jesus Sean Butler WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Bill Brown

*CALL TO WORSHIP
The Spirit is coming to bless us.
Let our joy be complete!
God has poured love upon us.
May we love one another!
Jesus calls us not servants but friends.
We rejoice in the abiding love and friendship of Christ.

*HYMN Now Thank We All Our God (Please speak the words as the music is played.) Now thank we all our God
with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers’ arms, hath blessed us on our way with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. O
may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
and keep us in God’s grace, and guide us when perplexed, and free us from all ills in this world and the next.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Jesus, friend and brother,
You taught us to abide in your generous love, for it completes our lives and gives us joy.
You ask us to love others as you have loved us, for it brings God’s realm to earth.
We confess that we sometimes struggle to love the people in our lives as you have loved us.
Forgive us, we pray, and teach us your love again. Amen.

(Silent Confession)
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
Jesus says: I have called you friends; you did not choose me, but I chose you!
Jesus forgives us and chooses us to be his friends, sharing his great work of love. Hallelujah! PASSING

OF THE PEACE Please stay in your pew, turn to those around you and say “The Peace of Christ be with you.”

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Prayer of Illumination
Scripture 1 John 4:1-16 Bill Brown

Anthem Ave Maria Sanctuary Choir Jacob Arcadelt

Scripture John 15:9-17

Sermon Joy Encircled Rev Meg Jackson Clark
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH written by Mark Lloyd Richardson
We believe in a loving God, who is life’s breath for all of earth’s creatures,
who is the ground in which our lives flourish, who is the mystery toward which we are drawn.

We believe in the risen Christ, whose life is the way we see God made real,



whose death bears witness to the power of love, whose presence nourishes our spirits each day.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, who flows as a refreshing spring of life,
who comes as divine fire to energize the faithful, who creates communities of joy and justice. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Our Lord, Jesus Christ, we thank you for choosing us to be among your friends.
By your Holy Spirit, guide us and strengthen us as we seek to be friends to others,
not only those we know and enjoy, but also those we don’t know, and those who seem to us to be unlovable.
We pray now for all whom you call friends:
For people around the world whose ways and words we don’t understand, and for all people everywhere in need.
For people of nations at war or filled with conflict or terror.
For those who grieve, face illness and seek recovery.
For each of us in need of your loving kindness, grace, and peace.
We gather here as your friends, and humbly ask you: refresh those who are tired, heal those who are sick,
comfort those who are grieving, encourage those who are burdened.
We thank you for hearing us, our risen Lord and friend. Amen.

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.)
LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING
You are invited to offer yourself and your resources in gratitude to God. (Those attending in person may place your offering in the
plate on the table as you leave. You may also mail your monetary contributions to First Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 26, Greensboro,
GA 30642 or donate online at www.fpog.org using the “Give Here” tab.)

*DOXOLOGY (Please speak the words as the music is played.)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below, praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

*BENEDICTION
And all God’s children said...Alleluia! Amen!
*POSTLUDE  Hail Mary, Gentle Woman Sean Butler

*The congregation is invited to stand.
At the close of the service, please dismiss from the back to the front, and exit out the front door.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Revelation Bible Study continues each week in the Fellowship Hall at 9:45 a.m. Our study is guided by the book & DVD
“Breaking the Code”, by Bruce Metzger.

May 23: Presbyterian Heritage Sunday Each year on the Sunday closest to the opening date of the first General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States (May 21, 1789), we celebrate our Presbyterian heritage. This
year Pentecost also falls on this date. Our festive worship service will celebrate the birth of the church at Pentecost as
well as the beginnings of Presbyterianism in Scotland. Scottish immigrants arriving in Georgia in 1735 brought their
Presbyterian faith with them, and by 1786 Presbyterianism had made its way to Greene County. Worship on May 23 will
include bagpipes, drums and a ceremony known as “Kirkin of the Tartans.” Wear your plaid or red. Following worship,
we will enjoy lunch on the grounds. Sign-up sheets are in the narthex, or RSVP to fpcgreensboroga@gmail.com

Worship Note: In the coming weeks, we will gradually lift some of our COVID-19 restrictions as more of our folks become
fully vaccinated. On May 23, we plan to sing a congregational hymn as well as hear our choir unmasked! At our May 25
Session meeting, we will discuss lifting other restrictions.



PRAYER CONCERNS

Bill Cooper, Bill Corry, Connie Cholar, David Blough, Debbie Dominy, Fran Blough,  Gabriella Keen,
Harrison Marcus, Johnnie Satterfield, Liz Reed, Marcus Pinson, Marie Kent Rainey, Oliva Rokeski,
Patrick Lipscomb, Ronald Thurmond, Sam Marshall, Susie Pressley, National & World Leaders,
Veterans and Military Members, Health Workers.

Each week we pray for one of our church’s families. This week we offer prayers for: Cliff & Patty Aldrin If you

have or know of a need for prayer, a meal, or a visit, please contact Pastor Meg or Elder Barbara Allen.


