
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro
May 23, 2021 Pentecost

Music Director: Sean Butler;  Elder of the Month: Bill Brown
Pastor: Rev. Meg Jackson Clark

Guest Musicians: David Gregory, Tom Crawford, Ashley Frost
AV Assistants: Russell Moon, Maya Zamora

Bearer of the Beadle: Steve Stewart
*All are invited to stand.

RINGING OF THE BELL
PROCESSIONAL Highland Cathedral Sean Butler & Guest Musicians
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Bill Brown

*CALL TO WORSHIP
When the day of Pentecost had come, the apostles were all together.
And they were filled with the Holy Spirit!
Come, Holy Spirit, come. Blow in us and through us.
Strengthen and guide us.
Shake us from complacency and give us vision.
Come, Holy Spirit, come. Give life to your church!

*HYMN 288 Spirit of the Living God Congregation

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Creator God, you sent forth your Spirit to bring boldness and new life to your church.
We give thanks for our beginnings, but confess that we tend to idealize and hold onto the past,
and forget that the Holy Spirit still comes to us today.
We let skepticism and fear keep us from receiving the gift of your Spirit.
Forgive us, we pray and help us as we seek to honor our past
but also remain open to what the Spirit is doing in our present.

(Silent Confession)
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun!
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen.

PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Please stay in your pew, turn to those around you and say “The Peace of Christ be with you.”

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination Bill Brown
Scripture Ezekiel 37:1-14

ANTHEM The Apple Tree Sanctuary Choir
Scottish Folk Tune, Arr. K. Lee Scott

Scripture                                                       Acts 2:1-21

Sermon These Bones Live!

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from Scots Confession, Chapter 1 Congregation
We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we must cleave,
whom alone we must serve, whom alone we must worship,
and in whom alone we must put our trust;
who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible;
one in substance and yet distinct in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit;
by whom we confess and believe all things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible
to have been created, to be retained in their being,
and to be ruled and guided by his inscrutable providence for such end as his eternal wisdom,
goodness, and justice have appointed, and to the manifestation of his own glory.

KIRKIN’ OF THE TARTANS
Almighty and Eternal God,
We give you thanks for our heritage and the ties that bind us together in love and mutual support,
and especially for the redeeming love of Christ that unites us as sisters and brothers.
We present these tartans, with praise and thanksgiving for the blessings of our heritage,
and pray that you would bless the families they represent and the whole family of God,
that we might be a blessing to others.
Send your Spirit upon us, that we may work for the day when all people from every nation
will seek justice, practice kindness and walk humbly together with God.  Amen.

*HYMN 649 Amazing Grace Congregation

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
For our prayers today, when the pastor says “Lord in your mercy,” please respond “Hear our prayer.”

THE LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING
*DOXOLOGY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*BENEDICTION
And all God’s children said...Alleluia! Amen!

*RECESSIONAL Scotland the Brave Guest Musicians

Please join us for a Box Lunch on the Lawn!

WELCOME! If you are visiting today, we extend a warm welcome in the name of Christ. We are
delighted you have chosen to join us. To learn more about us, please check www.fpog.org or
First Presbyterian of Greensboro, GA on Facebook.

http://www.fpog.org


Presbyterian Heritage Sunday is celebrated each year on the Sunday closest to May 21, the opening
date of the first General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States in 1789. This year we
are exploring our Scottish roots as part of this celebration. In 1547, John Knox brought the Protestant
Reformation to Scotland from Geneva Switzerland, where he had studied with John Calvin. His efforts
led to the establishment of the Presbyterian Church in Scotland. When Scots immigrated to America,
they brought Presbyterianism with them. Presbyterianism came to Georgia with the arrival of General
Oglethorpe and 200 Scotch Highlanders in Darien in 1735. Later, other Scotch Presbyterians came to
Georgia from South Carolina and the northern colonies. In the late 1700s the Presbytery of South
Carolina planted churches in Greene and surrounding counties. The earliest mention of a gathering of
Presbyterians in the county is 1786, although the first official record of a Presbyterian Church in
Greensboro is dated 1820.

The ceremony of the Kirkin of the Tartans included in our worship service was begun by Rev.
Peter Marshall, who was born in Scotland. The Kirkin is a blessing of the tartans, and the families and
heritage they represent.

Today, we also celebrate the beginnings of the church as portrayed in the book of Acts at
Pentecost. Thanks be to God for our forebears in the faith!

Thank yous
To Spencer & Brooke Hinds for inspiration, organization, flowers & underwriting the cost of musicians.
To our Fellowship Ministry for providing lunch.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

May 25: Session meeting In addition to routine business, the elders will discuss whether and when to
lift COVID-19 restrictions. If you have other concerns you would like the Session to address, please
contact Meg or one of your elders.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Bill Cooper
Bill Corry
Connie Cholar
David Blough
Debbie Dominy
Fran Blough

Gabrielle Keen
Harrison Marcus
Jimmy Dudley
Johnnie Satterfield
Liz Reed
Marcus Pinson
Marie Kent Rainey

Olivia Rojeski
Patrick Lipscomb
Ronald Thurmond
Sam Marshall
Susie Pressley
Nation & World Leaders
Veterans & Military Members

Each week we pray for one of our church’s families. This week we offer prayers for:
Duane & Fran Blough

If you have or know of a need for prayer, a meal, or a visit, please contact Pastor Meg or Elder Barbara
Allen.

Scottish Heritage Sunday
May 23, 2021

First Presbyterian Church
Greensboro, GA


