
First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro
July 25, 2021 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Music Director: Sean Butler;  Guest Pianist: Jean Gomez
Pastor: Rev. Meg Jackson Clark;  Elder of the Month: Noble Usherwood

RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE Jean Gomez

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Noble Usherwood

*CALL TO WORSHIP
We worship God, who created us from the dust of the earth, and breathed into us the breath of life.
God planted a garden in Eden, and put humankind within it.
God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food.
God put the tree of life in the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
God made a river flow out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it watered the whole earth.
Let us worship God, who is the source of every blessing.

*HYMN 475 Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing Congregation

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, we confess that we are thirsty people.
Our hearts grow parched from our wanderings in the desert of sin,
far from your life-giving waters. Call us to the river of your grace.
Let your love overflow in our hearts, and make us come fully alive, we pray.

(Silent Confession)
ASSURANCE OF GRACE
Jesus says “Let everyone who is thirsty, come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.”
With joy, we drink God’s grace! Amen!

PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Please stay in your pew, turn to those around you and say “The Peace of Christ be with you.”

*581 GLORY BE TO THE FATHER

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Prayer of Illumination Noble Usherwood
Scripture Ezekiel 47:1-12

ANTHEM Shall We Gather at the River Jean Gomez
Meg Jackson Clark

Scripture Revelation 22:1-5, 12-21

Sermon River of Life

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (p. 38, Hymnal)     Brief Statement of Faith, section 4           Congregation

* HYMN 81 Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken Congregation

OFFERING
Invitation to Give
OFFERTORY Jean Gomez
*606 DOXOLOGY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Holy God, whose Spirit moved over the waters at the dawn of creation,
hear our prayers for all who thirst today.
We pray for those who are spiritually thirsty, who long to feel your presence,
and need to know your grace.
We pray for those who are alone, grieving or without hope,
and those who are searching for meaning and purpose.
O Healing River, pour down your waters, and heal your people.
We pray for those who are thirsty for justice, who long for the day when all needs will be met.
We pray for those who are physically thirsty, lacking access to clean water, or suffering drought.
We pray for ourselves and all who thirst for healing and strength.
O Healing River, pour down your waters, and heal your people.
God, open our hearts to the needs of all who thirst.
Give us courage to work together for justice, and to invite others to come to your river of life.
In the name of Jesus Christ—the source of living water—we pray.

(A moment of silence while we each call to mind the names of those for whom we pray.)
THE LORD’S PRAYER (p. 35, Hymnal)

*HYMN 375 vss. 3-4 Shall We Gather at the River Congregation

*BENEDICTION
And all God’s children said...Alleluia! Amen!
*POSTLUDE Jean Gomez
*All are invited to stand

WELCOME! If you are visiting today, we extend a warm welcome in the name of Christ. We are
delighted you have chosen to join us. To learn more about us, please check www.fpog.org or
First Presbyterian of Greensboro, GA on Facebook.

http://www.fpog.org


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Flower Chart
If you would like to provide flowers for the sanctuary, please sign up on the chart in the Narthex. You
may bring flowers from your yard, or purchase them from a florist. Please note if you would like to
contribute your flowers in honor of a special occasion or in memory of someone, so we can note this in
the bulletin. If you would like to serve on the Flower Committee, contact Beth Lewis.

Photo Directory
Sign up to have your picture taken for our directory. We are currently taking appointments for Sunday,
August 1, Sunday, August 8 and Thursday, August 12. Sign-up sheet is in the narthex.

Neighborhood Bible Studies will begin in the coming months. If you are considering hosting one, join
the Fellowship Class at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays in the Fellowship Hall for a sneak preview! We will be
studying the gospel of Matthew, using a resource by N.T. Wright.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Bill Cooper
Bill Corry
Family of Connie Cholar
David Blough
Fran Blough
Gabrielle Keen

Harrison Marcus
Jimmy Dudley
Johnnie Satterfield
Marcus Pinson
Olivia Rojeski
Rick Berry

Ronald Thurmond
Susie Pressley
LIVE 2540, People of LIberia
Nation & World Leaders
Veterans & Military Members

Each week we pray for one of our church’s families. This week we offer prayers for: Bill & Ann Corry
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